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THE OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS | 


- Tyinty-Firta Conaress, Ist Session. 


: ° } 
formed by that convention should be submitted || 
to the people for ratification or rejection, and, if || 
not confirmed by a majority of the people, should || 


be null and void, without coming to Congress for 
oval. 
7 ‘ot only did the National Government and | 
the territorial government so understand the law | 
at the time, but, as I have already stated, the | 
people of the Territory so understood it. As a | 
further evidence on that point, a large number, if | 
not a majority, of the delegates were instructed | 
in the nominating conventions to submit the con- | 
stitution to the people for ratification. 1 know | 
that the delegates from Douglas county, eight in 


number, Mr. Calhoun, president of the conven- 1 


tion, being among them, were not only instructed | 
thus to submit the question, but they signed and 
published, while candidates, a written pledge that 
they would submit it to the people for ratification. 
| know that men, high in authority and in the 
confidence of the territorial and National Govern- 
ment, canvassed every part of Kansas during the 
election of delegates, and each one of them pledged 
himself to the people that no snap judgment was 
to be taken; that the constitution was to be sub- 
mitted to the people for acceptance or rejection; 
that it would be void unless that was done; that 
the Administration would spurn and scorn it asa 
violation of the principles on which it came into 
power, and that a Democratic Congress would 
hurl it from their presence as an insult to Dem- 
ocrats who stood pledged to see the people left 


selves, 

Not only that, sir, but up to the time when the 
convention assembled, on the Ist of September, 
so far as I can learn, it was understood every- 
where that the constitution was to-be submitted 
for ratification or rejection. They met, however, 
on the Ist of September, and adjourned until 
after the October election. I think it was wise 
and prudent thatthey should thus have adjourned. 
They did not wish to bring any question into 
that election which would divide the Democratic 
party, and weaken our chances of success in the 
election. I was rejoiced when I saw that they 
did adjourn, so as not to show their hand on any 
question that would divide and distraet the party 
until after the election. During that recess, while 
the convention was adjourned, Governor Ransom, 
the Democratic candidate for Congress, running 


was canvassing every part of Kansas in favor of 
the doctrine of submitting the constitution to the 


people, declaring that the Democratic party were in | 


favor of such submission, and that it wasa slander 
of the Black Republicans to intimate the charge 
that the Democratic party did not intend to carry 
out that pledge in good faith. Thus, up to the 
time of the meeting of the convention, in October 


last, the pretense was kept up, the profession | 


was openly made, and believed by me, and I 
thought believed by them, that the convention 
intended to submit a constitution to the people, 


and not to attempt to put a government in opera- | 
The election | 


tion without such submission. 


being over, the Democratic party being defeated | 
by an overwhelming vote, the Opposition having | 


triumphed, and got possession of both branches 
of the Legislature, and having elected their terri- 
torial Delegate, the convention assembled, and 
then proceeded to complete their work. 


Now let us stop to inquire how they redeemed _ 


the pledge to submit the constitution to the peo- | 
le. They first go on and make a constitution. | 
hen they make a schedule, in which they pro- | 


vide that the constitution, on the 2ist of Decem- | 
ber—the present month—shall be submitted to _ 


all the bona fide inhabitants of the Territory on | 


that day, for their free acceptance or rejection, in | 


the following manner, to wit:—thus acknowledg- 
ing that they were bound to submit it to the will 
of the people, conceding that they had no right to 
put it into operation without submitting it to the 
people, providing in the instrument that it should 
take effect from and after the date of its ratifica- 
tion, and not before; showing that the constitu- 
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| except what it derives from such submission—is 
| submitted to the people at an election where all | 
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tion derives its vitality, in their estimation, not | 
from the authority of the convention, but from | 
that vote of the people to which it was to be sub- 
mitted for their tree acceptance or rejection. How | 
13 it to be submitted? It shall be submitted in 
this form: ‘* Constitution with slavery or consti- | 
tution with no slavery.’? All men must vote for 
the constitution, whether they like it or not, in or- 
der to be permitted to vote for or against slavery. 
Thus a constitution made by a convention that 
had authority to assemble and petition for a re- 
dress of grievances, but not to establish a gov- 
ernment—a constitution made under a pledge of 
honor that it should be submitted to the people 
before it took effect; a constitution which pro- | 
vides, on its face, that it shall have no validity 


men are at liberty to come forward freely with- 
out hinderance and vote for it, but no man is per- 


| mitted to record a vote against it. 


| his officers with a speech, patriotic and fair in its | 


That would be as fair an election as some of 
the enemies of Napoleon attributed to him when 
he was elected First Consul. He is said to have | 
called out his troops and had them reviewed by | 


| professions, in which he said tothem: ‘* Now, my 
| soldiers, you are to go to the election and vote 


| freely just as you please. 





| {Laughter.] This election is to be equally fair. 
free to form their domestic institutions for them- | 


| not be allowed to vote at all. 


| mitted to the people. 
against the present Delegate from that Territory, || 


If you vote for Napo- 
leon, all is well; vote against him, and you are 
to be instantly shot.’? That was a fair election. 


All men in favor of the constitution may vote for 
it—all men against it shall not vote at all. Why 
not let them vote against it? I presume you 
have asked many a man this question. I have | 
asked a very large number of the gentlemen who | 
framed the constitution, quite a number of del- | 
egates, and a still larger number of persons who | 
are thejr friends, and I have received the same | 
answer from every one of them. I never received | 


| any other answer, and I presume we never shall | 
| get any other answer. L 
| sag if they allowed a negative vote the constitu- 


What is that? They | 


tion would have beer voted down by an over- 
whelming majority, and hence the fellows shall 
[Laughter. ] 

Mr. President, that may be true. It is no part 
of my purpose to deny the proposition that that 
constitution would have been voted down if sub- 
I believe it would have | 
been voted down by a majority of four toone. I | 
am informed by men well posted there—Demo- | 
crats—that it would be voted down by ten to one; 
some say by twenty to one. 

But is it a good reason why you should declare 


'| it in force, without being submitted to the people, 


merely because it would have been voted down 
by five to one if you had submitted it? What 
does that fact prove? Does it not show undeni- 
ably thatan overwhelming majority of the people 


of Kansas are unalterably opposed to that con- | 
Will you force it on them against | 
their will simply because they would have voted | 
it down if you had consulted them? If you will, | 


stitution? 


are you going to force it upon them under the 


plea of leaving them perfectly free to form and | 


regulate their domestic institutions in their own 
way? Is that the mode in which I am called upon 


to carry out the principle of self-government and | 
popular sovereignty in the Territories—to force | 


a constitution on the people against their will, in 
opposition to their protest, with a knowledge of 
the fact, and then to assign, as a reason for my 
tyranny, that they would be so obstinate and so 


erverse as to vote down the constitution if I | 
vad given them an opportunity to be consulted | 


about it?, 


Sir, | deny your right or mine to inquire of | 
these people what their objections to that consti- | 
They have aright to judge for them- | 


tution are. 
selves whether they like or dislike it. Itis no 
answer to tell me that the constitution is a good 
one and unobjectionable. 


that that constitution is an admirable one, like all 
the constitutions of the new States that have been 








2. It is not satisfactory | 
to me to have the President say in his message | 
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recently formed. Whether good or bad, whether 
obnoxious or not, is none of my business and 
none of yours. It is their business and not ours. 
I care not what they have in their constitution, so 
that it suits them and does not violate the Con- 
stitution of the United States and the funda- 
mental principles of liberty upon which our 
institutions rest. I am not going to argue the 
question whether the banking system established 
in that constitution is wise or unwise. It says 
there shall be no monopolies, but there shall 
be one bank of issue in the State, with two 
branches. All I have to say on that point is, if 
they want a banking system let them have it; if 
they do not want it let them prohibit it. If they 
want a bank with two branches, be it so; if they 
want twenty it is none of my business, and it 
matters not to me whether one of them shall be 
on the north side and the other on the south side 
of the Kaw river, or where they shall be. 

While I have no right to expect to be consult- 
ed on that point, I do hold that the people of 
Kansas have the right to be consulted and to de- 
cide it, and you have no rightful authority to de- 
prive them of that privilege. It is no justifica- 
tion, in my mind, to say that the provisions for 
the eligibility for the offices of Governor and 
Lieutenant Governor require twenty years’ citi- 
zenship in the United States. If men think that 
no person should vote or hold office until he has 
been here twenty years they have a right to think 
so; and if a majority of the people of Kansas 
think that no man of foreign birth should vote or 
hold office unless he has lived there twenty years, 
it is their right to say so, and I have no right to 
interfere with them; it is their business, not mine; 
but if [ lived there I should not be willing to have 
that provision in the constitution without being 
heard upon the subject, and allowed to record my 
protest against it. 

I have nothing to say about their system of 
taxation, in which they have gone back and re- 
sorted to the old exploded system that we tried 
in Illinois, but abandoned because we did not like 
it. If they wish to try it and get tired of it and 
abandon it, be it so; but if | were a citizen of 
Kansas I would profit by the experience of IIli- 
nois on that subject, and defeat itif I could. Yet 
I have no objecuon totheir having it if they want 
it; itis their business, not mine. 

So it is in regard to the free negroes. They pro- 
vide that no free negro shall be permitted to live 
in Kansas. I suppose they have a right to say so 
if they choose; ie if I lived there I should want 
to vote on that question. We, in Illinois, provide 
that no more shall come there. We say to the 
other States, ‘Take care of youc own free negroes 
and we will take care of ours.’’ Bat we do not say 
that the negroes now there shall not be permitted 
tolivein Illinois; and I think the people of Kansas 
ought to have the right to say whether they will 
allow them to live there, and if they are not going 
to do so, how they are to dispose of them. 

So you may go on with all the different clauses 
of the constitution. They may be all right; the 
may be all wrong. That isa question on ie 
my opinion is worth nothing. The opinion of 
the wise and patriotic Chief Magistrate of the 
United States is not worth anything as against 
that of the people of Kansas, for they have a 
right to judge for themselves; and neither Presi- 
dents, nor Senates, nor Houses of Representa- 
tives, norany other power outside of Kansas, has 
a right to judge for them. Hence it is no justi- 
fication, in my mind, for the violation of a great 
principle of self-government, to say that the con- 
stitution you are forcing on them is not particu- 
larly obnoxious, or is excellent in its provistons. 

Perhaps, sir, the same thing might be said of 
the celebrated Topeka constitution. I do notrec- 
ollect its peculiar provisions. I know one thing: 
we Democrats, we Nebraska men, would not 
even look into it to see what its provisions were. 
Why? Because we said it was made by a polit- 
ical party, and not - the eople; that it ‘was 
made in defiance of the authority of Congress; 
that if it was as pure as the Bible, as holy as the 


+ ee 


CJS 


e 





met 29 


a, 
i 
‘ 
e| 
a. 


an 


5 IE: 


hea 


ont 





18 


ten co! 
until it 
! 


ie ¢ fk 1nSA 
-efliaps that 


mé de of rN 


nmandments, yet we would not sale? it 
is submitted to and ratified by the peo- 
1, in pursuance of the 


ry 
opel 


ll» 
laking 





forms of law. 
‘a constitution, but for the 


it, wouk! have been unexcention- 


able. Ido not know; [do notcare. You have 
no right to force n unexceptionable constitution 
onan ople It does not mitizate the evil, it does 


not diminish the insult, itdoes not ameliorate the 
wrong, that you are forcing a good thing on them. 
l am not willing fo be forced to do that which I 
would do if I were left free to judge and act for 
myself. Hence I assert that there is no justifi- 
cation to be made for this flagrant violation of 
popular rights in Kansas, on the plea that the 
constitution which they have made is not particu- 
larly obnoxious. 

fut, sir, the President of the 
really and sincerely of the opinion that the sla- 
very clause has been “tairly and impartially sub- 
mitted to the free acceptance or rejection of the 
people of Kansas, and that, inasmuch as that was 
the exciting and paramount question, if the 
the right to vote as they please on 
they ought to be satisfic d; and poss 
be better if we would ac 
the question. Let 


United States is 


y get 
that subject 
ibly it might 
cept it, and putan end to 
me ask, sir, is the slavery 
clause fairly submitted, so that the people can 
vote for or against it? Suppose I were a citizen 
of Kansas, and should go upto the polls and say, 
**] desire make Kansas a slave State; 
here is my ballot.’”’ They reply to me, ** Mr. 
Douglas, just vote for that constitution first, if 
you ) : **Oh, no!’’ I answer, ** I cannot 
vote for Iam 


that constitutio 
opposed to the c cate cer- 


to vote to 


please.’’ 
n conscients 
by which you 
tain railroads in such a w ay as to sacrifice my 
ae and my part 
to that banking system 
Know Nothing or Ame: 
tution about the qualifice ation for office. 
vote forit.’’ Then they answer, ** You shall not 
vote on making itaslave State.’’ I then say, 
**T want to make ita free State.”? They reply, 
*¢ Vote for that ex autioution first, and then you 
can vote to make ita free State; otherwise you 
cannot.’”’ Thus they disqualify every free-State 
man who will not first vote for the constitution; 
they disqual ify every slave-State man who will 
not first vote for the cons titution. No matter 
whether or not the voters state that they cannot 
conscientiously vote for those provisions, 
reply, ** You cannot vote for or against 
here. Take the constitution as we 
take the elective 
t, take the 


sale 
USIY. 
ae : 


of the State. Iam opposed 
l am opposed to this 
‘ican ¢ in the 


lause constl- 


they 
slavery 
have made it, 
as we have established 
ystem as we have dictated 


franchise 
banking s 


it, take the railroad lines as we have located them, 
take the judiciary syster as we have formed it, 
take it all as we have fixed it to suit ourselves, 


and ask no qr but vete for it, or you shall 
not vote cither fora slave or free State.’’ In other 
words, the legal effect of the schedule is this: all 
those who are in favor of this constitution may 
vote for or against slavery, as they please; but 
all those who are a rainst this constitution are dis- 
franchised, and shall not vote at all. Thatis the 
mode in which the slaver y proposition is submit- 
ted. Every man opposed the constitution is 
disfranchised on the slavery clause. How many 
are they? ‘They tell you there is a majority, for 
they say the constitution will be voted down 
instantly, by an overwhelming majority, if you 
allow a negative vote. This shows that a ma- 
jority are against it. They disqualify and dis- 
franchise ever y man who is azainst it, thus refer- 
ring the slavery clause toa minori ty of the people 
of Kansas, and leaving that minorit y fre e to vote 
for or against the slave ry clause, as they choose. 
Let me ask you if Oh ut is a fair nam of sub- 
mitting the slave ry clause? Does that mode of 
sul mitting that caation ular clause leave the people 
perfectly free to vote for or against slavery as 
they choose? Am I free to vote as I choose on 
the slavery question, if you tell me I shall not 
vote on it until I vote for the Maine liquor law? 
Am I free to vote on the slavery question, if you 
tell me that [ shall not vote either way unul | 
vote for a bank? Isit freedomof election to make 
‘upon one question depend upon 


‘stions, 


yourri rht to vot 
the mode in which you are goingto vete on some 
other question which has no connection with it? 
Is that freedom ofelection? Is that the great fund- 


amental principle of self-covernment, for which | 


we combined and struggled, in this body and | 
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|| ans the country, 


of action in all time to ¢ 


The President of the United States has made | 


| some remarks in his message whicn it strikes me 
it would be very appropriate to read in this con- 
nection, He says* 


* The friends and supporters of the 


Nebraska and Kan- 


sas act, when struggling on a recent occasion tO sustain its 
| Wise provisifns betore the great tribunal of the American 
people, never differed about its true meaning on this sub- 
je ‘ Everywhere throughout the Union they publicly 


pledged their faith and honor that they would cheerfally ’ 


submit the question of slavery to the decision of the bona 
fide people of Kansas, without any restriction or qualifica- 
tion whatever. All were cordially united upon the great 


| any vote on the constitution. 






December 9, 


Why wait for the 
mockery of an election, when it is ‘provid d un 
alterably that the people cannot vote—whey the 
majority are dis franchised ? 


But | am told on all sides, ‘* Oh, just wait: ¢), 


| pro-slavery clause will be voted down.” ‘Phy, 


| right to force a free-State constitution on K 


| a slave-State constitution she has a right to it: 
| she w 


doctrine of popular sovereignty, Which is the vital princi- || 


ple of our free institutions.” 


Mark this: 


‘* Had itthen been insinuated, front any quarter, that it | 


would have been a sufficient compliance with the requisi- 

tions of the organic law for the Members of a convention, 

thereafter to be elected, to withhold the question of siavery 

from the people, and to substitute their own will for that 
| of a legally ascertained majority of their constituents, this 
would have been instantly rejected.’ 


then intimated from any quarter, and believed by 
the American people, that we would have sub- 
| mitted the slavery clause in such a manner as to 
compel a man to vote for that which his con- 
science did not approve, in order to vote on the 
slavery c pore not only would the idea have been 
rejected, but the Democratic candidate for the 
Presidenc y would have been rejected; and every 
man who backed him would have been ri ejected 
; too. 

| The President tells us in his 


message that the 


| whole party pledged our faith and our honor that || act, called “ the Toombs bill,’’ believed to be just 


Yes, sir, and I will add further, had it been | 


| the slavery question should be submitted to the | 


people, without any restriction or qualification 
whatever. Does this schedule submit it without 
qualification? It qualifies it by saying, ‘* You 
may vote on slavery if you will vote for the con- 
stitution; but you shall not do so without doing 
that.’? Thatis a very important qualification— 
a qualification that controls a man’s vote and his 
| action and his conscience, if he is an honest man 
—a qui ilification confessedly in violation of our 

| platform. We are told by the President that our 
faith and our honor are pledged that the slavery 
clause should be submitted without qualification 
of any kind whatever; and now am [I to be called 


| upon to forfeit my faith and my honor in order | 


to enable a small minority of the people of Kan- 
| sas to defraud the majority of that people out of 
their elective franchise? Sir,my honoris pledged; 
and before it shall be tarnished, I will take what- 
| ever consequences personal to myself may come; 
but never 
dent, in his message, has said is a forfeiture of 
faith, a violation of honor, and that merely for 
the expediency of saving the party’ I willgoas 
far as any of you to save the party. I have as 
much heart in the great cause that binds us 
together as a party as any man living. I willsac- 
rifice anything short of principle and honor for 


| the peace of the party; but if the party will not | 


| stand by its principles, its faith, its pledges, I 
|W ill stand there, and abide whatever consequences 
may result from the position. 

| Let me ask you, why force this constitution 


down the throats of the people of Kansas, in op- | 


position to their wishes and in violation of our 
pledges. What great object is to be attained? 
| Cui bono? W hat are you to gain by it? Will 
you sustain the party by violating its principles? 
| Do you propose to keep the party united by 
forcing a division? Stand by the doctrine that 


leaves the people perfectly free to form and reg- | 
ulate their institutions for themselves in their | 


| own way, and your party will be united and irre- 
sistible in power. Abandon that great principle, 
and the party is not w orth saving, and cannot be 
saved, after it shall be violated. 1 trust we are 
not to be rushed upon this question. Why shall 
it be done? Who is to be benefited? Ts the 
South to be the gainer? Is the North to be the 
gainer? Neither the North nor the South has 


| the right to gain a sectional advantage by trickery 
or fraud. 


the election on the 2lstof December. I am told 
that perhaps that will put it all right, and will 
| Save the whole difficulty. How can it? Perhaps 
there may be a large vote. 

| vote returned. (Laughter. } 


But I am beseeched to wait until [ hear from 


There may be a large | 


But I deny that it || coram of the Senate should be expelled. 
‘| is possible to have a fair vote on the slavery || that the galleries be cleared. 


ask me to do an act which the Presi- || 


does not obviate any of my objections; it 
not diminish any of them. You have 


Org 
nO More 
ansag 
than aslave-State constitution. If Kansas wants 
yants a free-State constitution she has a rig ; 
to it. Itis none of my business which way the 
slavery clause is decided. I care not whether j, 
is voted down or voted up. Do you supp, 
after the pledges of my honor that I wound ¢ ra 
for that principle and leave the people to vote 


| they choose, that I would now degrade mys 


| how the vote may stand. 


| looks to me like a system of trickery and jugele ry 


| shire, [Mr. Hate,] only he did not like the ma 
| then President of the United States, who wor i 
| have to make the appointments. 


| the last Congress. 


by voting one way if the slavery clause be sak 
down, and another way if it be voted up? 
not how that vote may stand. I take it for 
granted that it will be voted out. I think T have 
seen enough in the last three days to make it 
certain that it will be returned out, no matter 
[Laughter.] 


Sir, Iam opposed to ths at concern because jt 


i 


I Care 


to defeat the fair expression of the will of the 
people. There is no necessity for crowding this 
measure, so unfair, so unjust as it is in all its 
aspects, upon us. Why can we not now do 
whi ut we proposed to do in the last Congress? 
We then voted through the Senate an enabling 


and fair in ail its provisions, pronounced to be 
almost perfect by the Senator from New II: amp 


W hy can we 
not take that bill, and, out of compliment to the 
President, add to it a clause taken from the Min 
nesota act, W hich he thinks should be a gener I 
rule, requiring the constitution to be submitted 
to the peoplé, and pass that? That unites the 
party. You all voted, with me, for that bill, at 
Why not stand by the same 
bill now? Ignore Lecompton, ignore Topeka, 
treat both those party movements as irregular and 
void; pass a fair bill—the one that we framed 
ourselves when we were acting as a unit; have 
a fair election, and you will have peace in the 
Democratic party, and peace throughout the 
country, in ninety days. ‘The people want a fair 
vote. They will never be satisfied without it. 
They never should be satisfied without a fair 
vote on their constitution. 

If the Toombs bill does not _ my friends, 
take the Minnesota bill of the last session—the 
one so much commended by the President in his 
message asa model. Let us pass that as an en- 
abling : act, and allow the people of all parties to 
come toge ‘ther and have a fair vote, and I will go 
for it. Frame any other bill that secures a fair, 
honest vote to men of all parties, and carries out 
the pledge that the people shall be left free to de- 
cide on their domestic institutions for themselves, 
and I will go with you with pleasure, and with 
all the energy I may possess. But if this constt- 


| tution is to be forced down our throats, in viola- 
| tion of the fundamental principle of free goveri- 


| ment, 


under a mode of submission that is a 


mockery and insvlt, I will resist it to the last. 


| severed. 


I have no fear of any party associations being 
I should regret any social or politic: al 
estrangement, even temporarily, but if it must 
be, if I cannot act with you and preserve my 


| faith and my honor, I will stand on the great 
| principle of popular sovereignty, which declares 


| the right of all people to be left perfec tly free to 


form and regulate their domestic institutions in 
their own way. I will follow that: principle 
wherever its logical consequences may take me, 
and I wille .ndeavor to defend it against assault 
from any and all quarters. No mortal man shall 


be responsible for my action but myself. By 


my action I will compromit no man. 
At the conclusion of the honorable gentleman ’s 


| speech loud applause and clapping of hands re- 


sounded through the crowded galleries. 
Mr. MASON. Iask that the galleries may be 
cleared. The offenders against the peace a. 
move 
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have ~ Mr. PUGH. I think the Senator spoke rather || tion. I made the motion in order to preserve the || views he had taken and should endeavor to defend 
a ,» fast. ‘There were bat few applauders in the | decorum and the propriety of the Senate, and || those views, for I now feel how much [ am un- 
d un. q on a - | solely for that purpose. am perfectly awsre || prepared. But while I shall not make a speech 
“We Be © \1.. BIGLER. I hope the Senator from Vir- || that you canaot get at the offenders unless you || to-day, | desire very briefly to notice some of the 
te einia will withdraw his motion. ; clear the Chamber of all who are present except || propositions of my friend from Illinois, which 
The, : ~ Mr. MASON. I cannot withdraw the motion. | Senators; but it is the misfortune of those who || have fallen on my ears as most extraordinary. 

d « This is not the first instance of an offense of this || are here properly, who respect the decorum of It would be necessary, Mr. President, to a fair 
oo 7 kind. The peace and decorum of the Senate | the Senate, and who respect their country, that || understanding of this question, to trace its history; 
he © Be must be preserved. 1 move that the galleries be | there may be occasions when they should be in- || and nothing have I regretted so much as that the 
" aes me cleared. commoded in order that offenders may be reached. || Senator from Illinois did not stop in the first in- 
os i Mr. PUGH. I shall ask for the yeas and nays. |} Now, sir, I should persist in the motion, but | stance to look at this question in its true charac- 
eo € Mr. HAMLIN. I hope the Senate will not that I see evidence around me, from the requests || ter. Still moream I pained with the remembrance 
ss a ef entertain the motion. While [have no commend- of Senators that, in their judgment, it should be that his feelings were not such as I had hoped they 
her i Se «tion to bestow on the applause which has been | fereborne on the present occasion. 1 trust that || would be on a question so delicate and so danger- 





witnessed here on this occasion, it 1s true, as the | 





hereafter, if alike manifestation should be ex- 





ent ous, which he has labored so long and so ardu- 
ie Senator from Virginia says, that we have wit- | hibited atany sentiments of any kind which may || ously toallay, . 
tis nessed it on other occasions, and on other occa- || be promulged on this floor, the Senate will pre- Sir, I do not think it is entirely the part of a 
all sions differing much from the present—much in- | serve its dignity and decorum by clearing the || statesman to handle this question as though each 
4% deed. I have often heard southern Senators on |; Chamber. 1 withdraw the motion. particular view which he may hold can be dis- 
v Oed this foor applauded—not that I approved it then, || Mr. GWIN. I hope the vote will now be | tinctly carried out. The question should occur 
care not that I approve it now; but this is only the || taken on printing the message. to his mind, what is best for the country under 
} tor outburst of that feeling which shows how deep Mr. HALE. Let the proposition be read as || all the circumstances? 1t will not do to show to 
a itis in the human heart. Even if it be an indis- || it now stands. | me that the constitutional convention of Kansas 
uke it cretion which has been before as well as now || The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question || has been guilty of sins of omission or commission 
et committed, I hardly think it appropriate for the | is on adopting the following order: on the one hand, or that the ‘Topeka movement 
ise it Senators to exclude a es gallery this audi- |) Q;dered, ‘That the usual number of the message and doc- | _ paper ie cre sgh sae end in derogation 
elery ence. I hope it will not be eae oat uments be printed, and that fifteen thousand copies of the || Of the authority of t le /nitec States Gov ernment 
f the Mr. CLAY. I trust the Senator from Virginia |} me eee ompanying documents, in addition to the || on the other. 1 look at this question as it is be- 
. will withdraw the motion. I disapprobate this |) Buiter or the Se — oe tae oe oe ae eae the || fore us, ina spirit of concession and compromise, 
Nem violation of the decorum of the Senate, but I |) ceeding chive cuabiiched Wy existing bane, oan teed an and, I trust, that measure of patriotism which 
. a think the offense commenced on the floor of this |) other orders for printing made, until a Printer shall be || will embrace all the States of this Union and the 
Chamber, and on the other side of it; and I do || chosen, be executed by the late Printer on the same terms. |) interests and rights of all the people, and inquire 
“+g not think we should punish persons in the gallery Mr. GWIN. It is proposed to strike out the what shall we do? Has my friend from Illinois 
—e and rebuke them for the example which was set provision for extra numbers. persuaded himself that, with the present state of 
ak them from the floor. Mr. COLLAD That does not remove the || feeling in the Territory of Kansas it is possible 
sabe Mr. BIGLER. I concur most heartily with || gifjeulty. At the last session, when we revised || t0 have any measure carried out with precision 
a what the Senator from Alabama has said on this | the rules. an arranrement ry made in order to and order? Are there no reasons to apprehend 
a occasion, and | unite with hig in urging my friend provide oes just such a contingency as this. The || Sttife, and confusion, and violation of principle 
- from Virginia to withdraw the motion. But a |! gigiculty. as stated by the Senator from Maine, || there? Has he any guarantee that whatever action 
very small proportion participated in this demon- (Mr. Fessexpen | is, that when the usual num- || Congress may take will secure a peaceful exercise 
Min stration, and it would be exceedingly harsh to |) per a = Radioanal th tulided ¢o be printed, the || of the elective franchise there to the entire inhab- 
na force from the gallery the large number who had | type having been set up, and the work com- || itants of that ‘Territory? What is there in the 
isead no part in it. Besides, this is the first demon- || yenced, the order for the extra numbers is con- || history of Kansas to bring him to the conclusion 
; the stration at the present session. : sidered as comparatively of little cost, because that either party in power there will wield that 
i a There are, doubtless, very many people in the |) the great body of the expense has been already ee with moderation? I have long since aban- 
; aie gallery just now who have never been there be- || incurred. Before the last session, it was the prac- doned that idea, and I have persuaded myself that 
inka fore, who do not know that they have not this || tice to refer to the Committee on Printing the || Patriotism and duty would require that Kansas 
al privilege. ‘This is the first notice to them; and | simple question of printing extra numbers. If, should be admitted into the Union on the first 
oa admitting the impropriety, it would be certainly || powever. reference be had to the rule. as revised || allowable ees for the sake of Kansas and 
imed y = iowever, referent 1ac 1¢ rule, as revisec gr . : : 
aii very severe to expel them from the gallery. There || at the last session, it will be ascertained that in | the Union. From the day that Senator offered 
npr are many considerations which might be urged. | ati cases. with certain enumerat ‘dexceptions—and | his bill in this Hall in 1834, to this hour, he has 
a. Our people are impulsive, and whether they agree ee ee ee ee ee | Gabe witnessed the same measure of complica- 
thir or disagree with the sentiments which the orator || are to be referred to the committee in the first || tO in the affairs of that Territory, or the same 
ch presents, if he is earnest in manner and feels |) jnstance. I say, therefore, that this motion to print || ™enacing aspect to the country. ; 
fair deeply what he says, they are very likely to break | even the ordinary number of the President’s mes- || ‘The extraordinary things in the Senator’s re- 
out in applause. Whether this demonstration |) gave and accompanying documents, must, by the mark8 that occurred to my mind are these: the 
nds was intended as an indorsement of the sentiments || pyle, eo to the Committee on Printing. If the || importance that he attached to so much of the 
mes uttered or not, as it was the firstdemonstration in |) Chair will read the rule, he will find it entirely Kansas-Nebraska bill as declares that the people 
his a new Congress, I think the rule ought not to be explicit on this subject. | shall be left perfectly free to select their own do- 
“pt rigidly enforced. I most solemnly object toit, and The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 34th rule mestic institutions. Will the Senator from Llli- 
te {hope the Senator from Virginia will withdraw |! provides for : nois contend that the people of Kansas are to 
a the motion. I i aiienenbetn aes Wibiaten: to qoinainnediiieadiieiiads look to that act for their right to form their ordi- 
fait, : Mr. SEWARD. I entirely agree with the |) 4, ata oa tea Suited oes eae tal the printing of nary institutions? Will he tell me that the Mis- 
fd Senator from Virginia in the principle upon | documents, reports, or other matter transmitted by either of sourl line interposed against any of those righte, 
ies which this motion proceeds. I concur also with | the Exe sutive Sepenants, aad _——— ae, or that the repeal of it enlarged them or affecte { 
wan ali the Senators who have appealed to him to) sno printiag of @rhich « seer “oa shoe d.andestion bite evan’ them inany possible way? Certainly not. T! 
with withdraw the motion on the present occasion. |! ating in Congress, resolutions offered by any Senator, com- Missouri line had reference to slavery alone. Hi i 
sat. It is, of course, an unpremeditated offense, and | munications from the Legislatures, or conventions lawtully || act of 1504 had reference to the insutution of s)a- 
. lam sure that it requires only a manifestation of called, of the respective States, and motions to print by very only. It is that, and that alone, which has 
— the determination of the Senate to protect itself —- — pores co ane ne ae the || @gitated the country. It is that to which we have 
os against offenses of this kind, to prevent their oc- | Piteident of the United Bthten, ant anen reports aud com- || Teference mainly when speaking of the rights 
” currence hereafter. I rose, however, more par- || munications from the heads of Departments, as may be of the people of that lerritory. That dangerou: 
oa. ticularly to correct a mistake into which the hon- |) made to Congres, oF 10 the Senate, in obedience to law, | and agitating question it was which constrained 
‘ical orable Senator from Alabama fell, which might | +S pele pinienlavabagawatpromitear ss 4 wayne non peed exch the wisest men who have ever assembled in this 
sank possibly mislead the public, when he intimates |) tee: and when the r ‘port shall be in favor of printing ad- Chamber, in 1850, to agree that this dangerous 
wa that the applauses which were heard came from | ditional pumbers, it shall be accompanied by an estimate of || issue should be taken from Congress and given to 
aa - side of the Chamber, and emanated from the | te eee ome the people. However that great fact may be ob- 
sas oor. Lam sure the honorable Senator did not |) It is the opinion of the Chair that, as we have | secured by logic, however it may be beclouded b 
ae mean to imply thatamong the persons occupying | no committees at present, it is not in order to || a mass of—I shall not say subterfuge or t chni- 
a Seats as Senators here, there was any offense || refer the question. cality, but I may say ae ae 
~ against the proprieties of the Senate. Mr. BIGLER. It is not my intention, Mr. | truth is before the people of the United States 
ie Mr. CLAY. I did notmean to say so, because || President, to speak to the mere proposition to | that that is the only question to which we have 
salt 2 ear could not distinguish whether the ap-|! print the message and documents; nor do I intend || had reference in all this long struggle. What 
hall P ause proceeded from the floor or the backers, to-day, to ae to address the Senate atlength || I have desired, and what I have thou sht would 
By at I presume it came from the backers on that | on the grave and difficult subject which has been || be conclusive, was that we should have frow the 
side. unhappily precipitated upon this body. I never || people of Kansas such an embodied expression 
un’s on San Nothing of that kind has felt so much responsibility in my life. I never || as woul give us their = 7 a — re 
‘ curred on the part of those who are liere re- |, felta greateranxiety todo my duty. Neversince || Le ‘tal Uy coneur wit the Preedent of the 
sponsible for their conduct as Senators. I have been connected with public affairs have { || United States in that part of bis message to which 
sh e..” MASON. I did not make the motion be- || desired ia my whole soul so much to do what'|/ he says he would have preferred that the whole 
de- i use the applause was evidence of a manifesta- || would just be best for this great country. I feel || constitution should be submitted to the people; 
ove on of the approbation of those who applauded; ,, my weakness, and how much I regret the sug- || but the convention—exercising what he has con- 


nor should I have made it if there had been given 


gestion I made yesterday evening, that I concurred 


on the other hand any evidence of disapproba- |, with the Presid“ht of the United States in the 


ceded to be their right, to make a constitution and 
send it to Congrees—submitted only the slavery 
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question. I do not say that the whole of that || the Senator from Illinois, it comes down to this: || lish or interdict slavery? They might go then 


constitution would have been adopted or rejected, 
but I can say to the Senator from Illinois that I 
was in the Territory before the delegates were 
elected, and for nearly a month afterwards, and I 
think | know some circumstances which influ- 
enced the action of the people. [know what was 
said on the one side and on the other from the ros- 
trum, for I heard it. I heard the advocates of 
the Topeka movement say to the men who pro- 
posed to form a constitution under the laws of the 
Lerritory, ** We will not judge of any instrument 
you may submit; we will not consider its merits 
at all.”” Why? ‘ Because we are determined 
that the laws, which the President of the United 
States has said shall be carried out, shall be ren- 
dered null and void. Governor Walker has told 
us that these laws are binding, and that the con- 
vention has been legally convened; we do not 
subscribe to that doctrine; we will therefore ac- 
cept no form of government from a bogus con- 
vention.’” I heard more than one of them say 
that even if the convention should give to them 
the Topeka constitution, word for word, and let- 
ter for letter, they would trample it in the dust, 
because they denied the authority of the law 
which the President of the United States was ad- 
ministering there. Elowever unwisely members 
of the convention may have acted—and I do 
not intend to defend the details of their action 
by any means—it will not do to say that there 
were no surrounding circumstances to impel them | 
to such action. Probably if the Republicans had 

the power at that hour, they would have wielded 

it quite as unwarrantably. The declarations to 

which I have referred naturally begot retaliation. 

The answer was, ** If you will not judge of this 

instrument why should it be submitted to you?’’ 

Now, sir, I will say to the Senator from Illinois, 
in defense of his friend, the president of the con- | 
vention, whose idol he has almost been, that in 
all my intercourse with him I never heard from 
him an unreasonable or an unfair suggestion on 
the subject. Ue did say, and he did write, that | 
he would agrec to a submission of the constitu- 
tion to the people; but when he was told, ‘*we 
will not judge of this,’’ his views were different. 
He told me to say to the President of the United | 
States that if this spirit was persisted in, if they 
were to be brokendown simply to give the power 
to their enemies and not because the constitution 
was a bad one, he would not be bound to submit | 
it. He held that under the organic act and ac- 
cording to the common understanding of the 
country, they were under an obligation to submit 
the slavery clause. That they did not submit it 
in a proper form L agree. It ought to have been, 
one way or the other, distinctly. They might 
have withheld the constitution entirely ,and avoid- | 
ed the difficulty which the Senator raises as to 
forcing a seeming assent to the constitution. 
That, however, is somewhat of a theoretical dif- 
ficulty, for | never heard any issue in Kansas, | 
nor will the Senator hear any serious issue there, 
as to the main feawires of the constitution. The 
virtue of the submission is that it withholds the 
constitution except that portion which relates to 
slavery. 

The Senator is perfectly aware that as late as 
1848, when a constitution was formed for Illinois, 
the same monstrous outrage upon popular sovV- 
ereignty was practiced, for a portion of that con- 
stitution was put into operation without being 


submitted to the people. 1] 


He was the able advocate of Mr. Toomps’s | 
bill, which did not emanate from the people of 
Kansas. They did not delegate their sovereignty | 
in the first instance; they were not consulted atall; | 
they had not petitioned for it; and yet the Sena- 
tor advocated and voted for that bill. It provided 
for an election of delegates, named the times and | 
places, and called together a convention to whom | 
the people of Kansas were to delegate their sov- | 
ereignty. It did more, sir. It put that constitu- | 
tion into @peration without ever consulting the | 
xcople of Kansas. If the Senator's feelings had | 
een awakened at that time as to the peculiar | 
rights of the people of Kansas, he never could | 
have voted for Mr. Toomps’s bil. That was | 
non-intervention—very peculiar, however. I was | 
unwilling, as | remember, in the first instance, | 
to go for a measure of that kind, because I thought | 
it contravened the principle of non-intervention. 


Now, if I understand rightly the position of || mitted to them was, whether they would estab- 
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| State, thus settling this bitter family feud forever. 


| was of little moment in its legal positions, and 


. . ~ ! 
although the constitution of Kansas, when pre- | 


| sented here, may be republican, though there | 
| may be in it no insurmountable objection; though 


it may be a reasonable instrument, made by com- 
petent authority, in accordance with law and m | 
the proper form, Kansas shall not come into the | 
Union because this right thing was not done | 
through «4 particular process. ls. that consistent | 
with the doctrine of non-intervention? I deny the 
right of Congress to go behind the organic act, 
and inquire into all the details of how the people 
of Kansas have proceeded; but when Kansas 
presents herself for admission at the doors of 
Congress with a republican constitution, formed 
in order, according to law, the Senator from Illi- 
nois is about to say to those people, you shall 
not come into the Union because you did not do | 
this right thing in the proper way. Sir, when | 
the question involves the peace of the whole coun- | 
try, and, as I know, the prosperity of Kansas, I 
will not be pledged to say any such thing; but if | 
the measure is right in itself, and if I can see that 
it imposes no great future wrong on the people | 
of Kansas, in view of the peculiar circumstances 
which surround the case, the difficulty of getting 
any law properly administered there, the danger 
of leaving the question open, I will, so far as I 
have the power, assist to throw wide open the 
portals of the Union and welcome Kansas as a | 


Sir, 1 do not intend to follow the subject fur- | 
ther to-day. I thought, however, that some of 
the positions of the Senator from Illinois were 
so peculiarly forced that, though entirely unpre- 
pared, | should not, after the intimation I had | 
given, do justice to myse!f if I allowed those | 
remarks to pass unnoticed. 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, I do not mean 
to go into this debate, because it is now entirel 
upon questions purely abstract; but I think it 
due to the honorable Senator from Illinois, to 
whose remarks I have listened with great atten- 
tion, to poimt out to him one, at least, of the fal- 
lacies contained in his argument. I use that 
term with entire respect; and I should be unjust 
to myself if I did not use it with entire respect 
to him, because all will admit that his speech | 
was one of great strength and great power, but, 
in my conception, with great diffidence I say it, 








in its political conclusions, a series of monstrous 
fallacies. I only desire to point out one now. 
The honorable Senator said that the effect pro- 


| duced of necessity from the mode of submitting 





this subject to the people of Kansas was to dis- 
franchise all who did not come to the polls pre- 
pared to vote for the constitution; and thus, he 
said, all who did vote, whether for or against 


|| slavery, were compelled to vote for the constitu- 
| tion, and those of either class who were not pre- 


pared to vote for the constitution, must neces- 
sarily refrain from voting at all; and yet the 
honorable Senator complained—and it was the | 


| great staple of that part of his argument—that the || 


constitution was not submitted to be voted on. 
At one time he declared that it was withheld from 
the people; and again he declared that all who 
came to vote were necessarily obliged to vote for 
it. Now, I submit to the honorabie Senator, 
how could a man be compelled to vote for that 
wy: was not submitted to him to be voted on 
at all? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Did the Senator understand | 
me to say that it was withheld ? 

Mr. MASON. So I understood. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I said just the reverse. 

Mr. MASON. The Senator certainly said they 
withheld everything from the people except the 
question of slavery; and yet the Senator declared 
that whoever voted on the question of slavery, 
whether for or against it, was obliged to vote for | 
the constitution; and the Senator drew the logical 
consequence that, of necessity, those who did not 
choose to vote for the constitution were obligeu | 
to stay away and refuse to vote at all. That was 
his argument. Now, the fallacy I meant to point 
out was this: look at that constitution an you 
will find that the convention withheld the con- 
stitution; it was not submitted to the people at 
all. Whether that was well done or ill done is 
another question; but the constitution was with- 
held from the people, and the only question sub- 








| 





GLOBE. 


———— thie 


|| cisely similar, | do not understand. 









| and vote upon that, and not vote or express ay 
opinion whatever on anything else contained jj 
the constitution. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I am sorry I was misap, 
prehended by the Senator from Virginia. | ¢». 
tainly took the ground, first, that the convey, 
tion had no power to frame a government, anj 
put it in operation without submitting it to the 
people; secondly, that the convention showed , 
consciousness of that fact, by providing that j 
should be submitted to the people, and shoyjj 
take effect from and after the date of ratificatioy 

| Hence, from that action of the convention, wha. 
| ever vitality the constitution was ever to haye, 
| resulted, not from the convention, but from a yor 
of the people. I then showed that while they 
| acknowledged it would be void but for the rat). 
| fication of the people, it provided that it shoul 
| be submitted for free acceptance or rejection jy 
| the following form, and the form was such as ty 
| cut off all negative votes, and only count th: 
affirmative. ‘That was my position—a position 
sustained by the constitution itself. The Sena. 
tor is entirely mistaken if he supposes that by 
| the remotest inference he is authorized by tha 


|| constitution and schedule in saying they withheld 


|itfrom the people. The schedule says, in 
many words, ‘this constitution shall be sub. 
mitted to all the inhabitants in the Territory, on 
the day of election, for their acceptance or rejec. 
tion, in the following form.’’ Tiis shows that 
they provide, not that it shall go into operation 
witheut submission, but that it shall be sub. 
mitted, and they profess to submitit. They then 
cut off the negagive votes, which, of course, makes 
a sure thing of it. That is my position. If the 
Senator from Virgiyja had understood it, I appre. 
hend he would not Nave discovered any fallacy, 
One word in reply to the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania 
| Mr. BIGLER. If the Senator will allow me 
| at this point, I wish to give some authority | 
have on the subject, 
| Mr. DOUGLAS. I yield the floor. 
| Mr. BIGLER. I desire simply to say that! 
was exceedingly anxious to understand the pre- 
| cise position of that question. It was diflicult to 
| tell, from the language of the schedule. Yester- 
| day I asked Colonel Henderson, of Kansas, who 
was an active member of the convention, what it 
|meant. ‘* Why,”’ said he, ‘it means this: that 
| there are two entire constitutions, and the people 
vote separately for the constitution without sla- 
| very—the constitution the convention has formed 
|—or the constitution with slavery.’’ I under- 
| stood him to say that there were two constitu 
| tions precisely similar. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. If there are two constitu 
| tions, as we have but one, I should like to sce 
the other; and [ want to know which one of the 
| two the Senator from Pennsylvania is for, when 
_he says he agrees with the President in going 
for this. 

Mr. BIGLER. 
similar. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. If there are two copies of 
| the same constitution [I can understand it, but 
| that the convention made two constitutions pre- 
But if they 
| did, what difference does it make? You may 
| vote for this constitution or the other one; but 
they are just alike, and you must take one or the 
other. 
| Mr. BIGLER. One will make Kansas a free 
| State, and tiie other will make ita slave State. 
| That is the difference. 
| Mr.DOUGLAS. You may vote for this or 

the other constitution; and if you vote for either, 
| you may vote on the slavery question; but unless 
you do vote for one or the other of these consti- 
| tutions, you cannot vote on that subject. It makes 
no difference how many copies they made; the 
simple question is, do they allow the people to 
vote on the slavery question without casting 4 
| vote on any other subject? By that constitution 
| you cannot vote on the slavery question by itsel!. 
ou are compelled to write on the ballot, ‘for the 
| constitution,’ as preliminary to voting. Your 
_ right to vote is then conditional, not free. 
ut I did not rise for the purpose of contro- 
verting these questions. I was going to say ® 
word or two to the Senator from Pennsylvania. 
He assumed an air in the opening of this discus 








I said they were precisely 








1857 


gion tha 
if he wit 
from 
right—@ 
authoriz 
Mr. B 
q the Sen 
that Lu 
of that | 
nois to 
myself. 
] have — 
erally, 
the Pre 
Mr, | 
say on 
explan 
conclus 
unders' 
subject 
7 js conc 
: speak 
knew | 
himsel 
ventio 
people 
should 
a reco 
Admit 
dent 1 
Meast 
himse 
Unite 
tends 
will s 
so. 
he W 
to re 
whe 
tullo 
the 
Hen 
spea 
: ng 
| d him 
, om” M 
moi 


« Sige 


Sr i oe 
eae Sa 


N 
say 
Llu 
the 
me: 
ac 
pec 
it 
ad 
it 
ad 
do 
m 
re 
i 
ot 
th 
ta 





ee el ie 






ay 9, 


— 


0 the 


8s An 
ined jp 


Misap, 


te 


b 2 
Zz 
A 


l Cer. 


ON Ver 
it, ap 
to th 


d 


e 


wed & 


that i; 
should 


ation 
What 


i 


4 
L-% 
4 


Ea 


have. k 


A Vote 
they 
e rat. 


hould 
ON Ip 
AS to 
it the 
Sition 
Sena. 
at by 
y that 
hheld 
in 80 
sub. 
Y, On 
rejec- 
3 that 
ation 
sub- 
then 
lakes 
f the 
ppre- 
acy, 
enn 


y me 
ity | 


rat | 
pre- 
lt to 
ster- 
who 
at it 
that 
ople 
sla- 
ned 
der- 
itu. 


‘itu: 
see 
the 

hen 

ing 


ely 


of 
but 
re- 
ey 
lay 
but 
the 


ree 
te. 


or 
or, 
SS 
ti- 
es 
he 

to 

a 
yn 
3 
le 
ur 


- 

a 
a. 
$- 





1857. 








sion that I thought was entirely uncalled for, as 
if he wished rather to intimate to the Senator 
from Illinois that his bearing was not exactly 
right—an intimation of speaking by authority not 
authorized and not respected. 

Mr. BIGLER. Mr. President, I beg to say to 
the Senator from Illinois that in not one word 
that I uttered did I intend the slightest disrespect 
of that sort, nor do I wish the Senator from Illi- 
nois to mark me as speaking here except for 
myself. | express on this subject the views which 
I have deliberately madeup. They concur gen- 
erally, if not entirely, with those expressed by 
the President of the United States. 

Mr, DOUGLAS. I have not another word to 
say on the point on which I was speaking. The 
explanation of the Senator from Pennsylvania is 
conclusive on that point. It may be that I mis- 
understood the manner in which he treated the 
subject; but, whether I did or not, his statement 
is conclusive with me. t 
speak for the President of the United States. I 
knew that; for the President had just spoken for 


I was certain he did not | 


himself, in language which condemned that con- | 


vention for not submitting the constitution to the 


people, and he refuses té recommend that we | 


should receive this constitution. The absence of 
a recommendation clearly shows that it is not an 
Administration measure. Certainly the Presi- 
dent is not going to have, as an Administration 
measure here, one to which he has not committed 
himself and his Cabinet.. The President of the 
United States is a bold, frank, man, and if he in- 
tends to give us an Administration measure, he 
will say soin so many words. He has not said 
so. Itis not respectful to him to assume that 
he wants us to do that which he was not willing 
to recommend us to do in his annual message, 
when acting under the authority of the Consti- 
tution, which makes it his duty to recommend 
the measures which the public good requires. 
Hence, of course, 1 knew the Senator did not 
speak by authority, and I was going to deny his 
right to do so; but inasmuch as I misunderstood 
him, | have no comments to make. 


moment? 
Mr. DOUGLAS. Certainly. 
Mr. BIGLER. 


Iilinois willagree with me—that the President of 
the United States upholds the doctrine in his 
message that that convention had a right to form 
a constitution; it had a right to submit it to the 
people of the Territory for their approval or send 
it here for the approbation of Congress and the 
admission of the State into the Union. I think 
it is very clearly deducible from the message in 
addition, that the President of the United States 
does not think that the circumstance of not sub- 
mitting the entire constitution té6 a vote of the 
porns should keep Kansas out of the Union if 
ler constitution is republican and right in all 
other respects. On that point we willagree. With 


that I understand the Senator from Lllinois to 
take issue. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. 
that the President of the United States does hold 
that that convention had a right to frame a con- 
stitution and send it up here; but that was under 
the right to petition for the redress of grievances 


under the Constitution of the United States, and || 


not because the Legislature of the Territory had 
the power to constitute that a legal constitutional 
convention. 
Mr. BIGLER. Where do you find that? 
Mr. DOUGLAS. Yesterday a speech was read 
to this body, showing that the President had held 


that doctrine twenty sere ago, and he has never 
disavowed it since. 


power to create a convention to form a constitu- 


tion; and that, if they attempted to exercise such 
& power, it would be an act of usugpation—a high | 


crime—a crime subject to impeachment. The 
President has held these doctrines for twenty 
years. He held them at the same time that Gen- 
eral Jackson’s administration held them in regard 
to the Arkansas case. The Democratic party has 
held them ever since. I have proved to-day that 
the Democratic party,so feras it is bound by our 
action one year and a half ago, asserted the same 
doctrine in the Kansas report which I made from 

¢ Committee on the Territories. I firmly be- 


I think I am very safe in | 
saying—and I believe that the Senator from || 


I infer from the message | 


n that speech the President | 
declared that a Territorial Legislature had no | 


|| the United States himself will interpose.the plea, 
Mr. BIGLER. Will the Senator permit mea 
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lieved then, that that committee was a faithful ‘| ourselves. It will not do to taunt me with having 
exponent of the views of the Kansas-Nebraska || voted for a measure last year which I am for now, 
party. In that report we set forth that doctrine, || but which you are not for. 
and, as the Senator well knows, we published || Mr. BIGLER. I certainly did not present the 
and circulated during the campaign, in order to || case in that spirit at all; nor did I look at it in 
elect Mr. Buchanan, three hundred thousand cop- || that point of view. I gave it no such aspect 
ies of that report as a party document. I paid || whatever. I presented it in this point of view: 
for one hundred thousand copies of it myself. || the Senator, in his speech to-day, had held that 
I never heard it intimated that the doctrine then || it was a great wrong upon the people of Kansas 
expounded, and on which the President was || to put a government in operation through the 
elected, was repudiated by any portion of the || agency of their territorial laws and a territorial 
party, and therefore I said that the President of || convention, the whole of which had not been 
the United States was with me on this question, || submitted for their approbation; and yet only a 
so far as his record shows. | short year ago he voted for an enabling act which 
Mr. BIGLER. I must enter my protest and | put a State government into operation without 
claim the.benefit of the statute of limitations, | submitting any part of it to the people. That is 
which is applicable to a shorter period than twenty |, what I said. 
ears. I cannot consent that the Senator from Mr. DOUGLAS. My explanation of that is 
Illinois shall hold the Presidentto principles which |, to be given in the precise language of the expla- 
he may have laid down twenty years ago, under || nation of the President of the United States in 
entirely different circumstances from those which |, his message, in which he says that, in his in- 
now exist. It is not half so long since the Pres- || structions to Governor Walker, he took it for 
ident of the United States declared that the Mis-| granted that the constitution was to be submitted 
souri line would be the best compromise of the || to the people under a law that was silent on the 
slavery difficulty that could be made. In 1848, || subject. The Toombs bill being silent, I took it 
the Senator from Illinois.advocated the extension || for granted too, and I supposed every other man 
of the Missouri line to the Pacific ocean, yet he || did, thatit was to be submitted. I merely adopted 
was the man who proposed and insisted that it || the same process of reasoning that the President 
ought to be repealed. He was at one time in favor || himself says he adopted, and which he was 
of extending it, and therefore made his principle || amazed to find was not carried out. If the Pres- 
acceptable to him under the circumstances then || ident was right in taking that for granted, I do 
existing; he was willing then to take it. Now, || notknow why I was not rightin taking the same 
would it not be very ungenerous in me to hold || thing for granted. 
to-day that the Senator’s argument was a fallacy, || Rosle? will ask the Senator to show me an 
because he at one time advocated the extension || intimation from any one member of the Senate, 
' of the Missouri line? || in the whole debate on the Toombs bill, and in 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I deny the right of the Sen- || the Union from any quarter, that the constitution 
ator from Pennsylvania to interpose the statute || was not to be submitted to the people. I will 
of limitations upon this occasion, on the well- || venture to say, that on all sides of the Chamber 
known principle that no one but the authorized || it was so understood at the time. If the oppo- 
attorney of the party can interpose that plea. || nents ofthe bill had understood it was not, they 
{Laughter.] As the Senator has disavowed the || would have made the poini on it; and if they had 
authority to act and speak for the President, he | made it, we should certainly have yielded to it 
has no right to file the plea. Ifthe President of || and putin the clause. That isa discovery made 
| since the President found out that it was not safe 
to take it for granted that that would be done 
| which oucht in fairness to have been done. 


I shal] admit it. I believe ina statute of limit- 


ations in regard to political opinions. I need one || 
very much myself, on many points. [am not |} Mr. BIGLER. Ido not pretend to know any- 
thing on this subject which may not appear in 


one of those who boast that they have never 
changed an opinion. Sir, it isa matter of gratifi- || the Journal of Debates. I shall not hold the Sen- 
cation to me that I feel each year that bam a little || ator to anything that does not appear there; but 
wiser than I was the year before; and 1 do not || this I will say, that I was present when that sub- 
know that a month has ever passed over my head || ject was discussed by Senators before the bill was 
in which I have not modified some opinion in |) introduced, and the question was raised and dis- 
some degree, but I am always frank enough to || cussed whether the constitution, when formed, 
avow it. Still, it is fair for any man to hold me || should be submitted to a vote of the people. It 
to a former opinion until | have expressed a con- || was held by those most intelligent on the subject, 
trary one. that in view of all the difficulties surrounding that 
Has the President of the United States ever | Territory, the danger of any experiment at that 
withdrawn the opinion of which I have spoken, || time of a popular vote, it would be better that 
expressed twenty years ago, in regard to the || there should be no such provision in the Toombs 
power of the Territorial Legislatures? 1 show || bill; and it was my understanding, in all the inter- 
' that the Democratic party stood by it last year. || course I had, that that convention would make a 
Is not that rather a short period for the applica- || constitution and send it here without submitting 
tion of the statute of limitations? I hope you ere |} it to the popular vote. 


not going to cut off the Cincinnati Convention by || Mr. DOUGLAS. The Senator says he will 
that statute. I deny your right to plead the j| not undertake to state anything that did not occur 


statute against the Cincinnati Convention, until || here in debate and appear in the published debates, 
'| after the meeting of the Charleston Convention. 
|| The Cincinnati platform is the fundamental, un- | 
| alterable law of the Democratic party unul the | 

meeting of the Charleston Convention. Con- 
gressmen have no right to change it. Senators | 
| have no right to change it. Cabinets cannot alter 
| it; and the President, [ know, will not attempt to 
| do so. I deny the Senator’s right to come in with 
| this plea for the President, implying thereby that | 
| he has changed his — when that same 
| 


man, to doit. I will not undertake to intimate 
and insinuate that which, as an honorable men, I 
am not at liberty to express in the body. If he 
means to insinuate that I was present at such a 
debate and sanctioned that doctrine, let him say 
so. If he is not willing to say it, let him not in- 
sinuate that I was present, privately sanctioning 
a measure that I now publicly am not willing to 
avow. 

Mr. BIGLER. If I am constantly at fault in 


| opinion was last year the doctrine of the Demo- 
cratic party, and cannot be changed for four years || matters of es itis painful tome. I never 
to come by the party organization. I am per- || have so failed to observe propriety before. Per- 
| fectly at home when you come to the discussion || haps I have spoken wrongfully on this subject. 
_ of the question whether a man is inside the party || I have told the Senator from Illinois before that 
/ornot. I have been in the habit of discussing || I should not in any way attempt to reflect upon 
| these platforms and helping to make them. | him. : 
|| stand now where I stood last year; not because || Mr. DOUGLAS. I will bring this to a close. 
| Iam unwilling to change, but because I believed || I will release the Senator fromall mers if there 
t I was right then, and I believe I am right now. || is any, and ask if he knows that, directly or indi- 
| The Senator from Pennsylvania has told me | 
|| that I actually voted for the Toombs bill last || face of the earth, I was ever present at such a 
|| year. That is true; and, as I said to-day, I am || consultation, where it was called to my attention, 
| ready to vote for it again. He voted for it last || and I agreed to passit without submission to the 
year, and so did the gentlemen around me. Let || people? I now ask him that question, with all 
' us vote for it again, and have no quarrels among || secrecy removed. 


rectly, publicly eee: anywhere on the 
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Mr. BIGLER. 
recollection is clear about, regardless of any con- 
sequences. I remember very well that that ques- 
tion was discussed in the house of the Senator. 
fam not certain that he participated in that dis- 
cussion; but Ll know that I did. It was urged— 
I think more especially by the Senator from 
Georgia, (Mr. ‘Toomns,| not now in his seat— 
that, under all the circumstances, there ought not 
to be a provision inserted requiring that constitu- 
tion to be submitted to the people. I do not say 
that the Senator from Illinois participated in the 
discussion. My recollection is not clear on that 
point; but it is clear that, in an interview with 
some three or four members, who were talking 
about the introduction of that bill, that subject 
was talked over. I have said that it was always 
my understanding that that convention would 
have aright to make a constitution, and send it 
here, without submitting it to the people. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I never have insisted that 
there was a clause in that bill expressly requiring 
the constitution to be submitted to the people. 
The point I have made was, shat being silent, it 
was understood as a matter of course that it was 
to be submitted. Such aclause was unnecessary. 
That was the President’s construction of the act 
of the Kansas Legislature. ‘That was my con- 
struction of the Toombs bill. That I may have 
known there was no such clause, is unquestion- 
ably true; but that I was a party, either by pri- 
vate conferences at my own house, or otherwise, 
to a plan to force a constitution on the people of 
Kansas without submission, is not true. That 
the bill was silent on the subject is true, and my 
attention was called to that aaah the time it was 
passed; and I took the fair construction to be, that 
powers not delegated were reserved, and, that of 
course the constitution would be submitted to 
the people. The point I made on the Senator | 
was that he insinuated that I was a party to such 
an arrangement privately, which he was not at 
liberty to tell, and yet he insinuated the very fact 
that he, asan honorable man, couldnottell. Ifa 
point of honor has restrained him from telling it, || 
a point of honor should restrain him from insin- 
uating it. 

Mr. BIGLER. In my anxiety to relieve the 
feelings of the Senator from Illinois, I fear | may 
have done injustice to myself. Now, sir, | wish 
to account for the impression which was on my 
mind, and to make noimputationon him. I had 
called his attention to the ‘Toombs bill because it 
was in derogation of the doctrine he has laid down || 
here to-day. When he says there was no senti- | 
ment of that kind declared in the Senate, I say 
I hold that Senator only to the record here—only 
to the Journal of Debates. What next, sir? I 

justified myself in what I had said by an allusion 
to a discussion of that precise question with mem- 
bers of this body. My purpose was to show the 
Senator that I should not have made this allega- 
tion without some clear impression on my mind. 
‘That impression, I tell the Senator from Illinois, 
was strengthened by otherthings. Itwasstrength- 
ened by the fact that when he made the prepara- 
tory bill for the admission of Minnesota, he pro- || 
vided, in express words, that the constitution |) 
should be submitted. Ifitisan inference irresist- 
ible, that a constitution must be submitted when || 
the enabling-act is silent, why insert it in the 
Minnesota bill? There it is inserted, and I thought 
it reasonable—I always believed it. I believed it 
was wise to put itin that shape, in view of the 
surroundings in the Territory of Kansas. I do 
not impugn the Senator’s integrity, or his patriot- 
ism, or his high motive, or his courage, or any- 
thing that pertains to him personally. Ele has 
had no more constantadmirer than myself—none 
who has defended him oftener. 1 thought I was 
doing justice to myself. On account of what f 
heard in regard to the Minnesota bill, I got the || 
impression that unless Congress required the sub- 
mission of the constitution toa vote of the people, 
that course need not be pursued. 

Mr. HALE. I rise simply for the a of 
making an inquiry. This matter has been pretty || 
tolerably well elucidated; but the honorable Sen- | 
ator from Pennsy!vania, if I did not misunderstand | 
him, said that, at a private meeting at the house || 
of the honorable Senator from Illinois, there was || 
a talk that owing to some peculiar circumstances 
it was not prudent to submit the constitution to 
the people of Kansas. I desire him to state what |! 


i} 
| 


I shall say distinctly what my | 
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some of those peculiar circumstances were which 
rendered it inexpedient and unpatriotic. I have 
not the slightest controversy with the Senator 
from Illinois on that subject. 

Mr. BIGLER. The Senator from New Hamp- 
shire is much more familiar with the surround- 
ings in Kansas than he affects to be to-day. 

Mr. HALE. I did not know what you talked 
of over there. 

Mr. BIGLER. I had reference (and I think I 
made that very clear) to the condition of the Ter- 
ritory, the bitter feud that divided the people 
there, the strifes and violence that were likely to 
interfere with a fair election. I said distinctly 
that the circumstances rendered a fair exercise of 
the elective franchise exceedingly difficult. Who 
has said more on that point than the Senator 
from New Hampshire? Who has talked more 
about usurpation and violence there, and keeping 
free-State people from the polls? I had the same 
impressions then that I have now. 
votes I gave I was controlled and impelled by 
nearly the same motive as now, and that was to 
get Kansas into the Union, whenever she came 
up in an allowable shape, in order to settle the 
controversy. 

Mr. DOUGLAS, I mustask the Senatorfrom 
Pennsylvania whether he means to intimate that 
in my house, or any other, these considerations 
were urged why we should pass the bill without 
a provision to submit the constitution to the peo- 
ple? Does he mean to say that | ever was, pri- 
vately or publicly, in my own house or any other, 
in favor.of a constitution without its being sub- 
mitted to the people ? 

Mr. BIGLER. I have made no such allega- 
tion. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 
inferred. 
inferred because the scene is located in my pri- 
vate parlor. Of what importance is it whether in 
my house or yours, unless [ was a party to an 
agreement of th&t kind? If I was, let it be said; 
if I was not, acquit me of it. 

Mr. BIGLER. I stated that I had no recol- 
lection of the Senator participating in that con- 
versation. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. Well, if I had nothing to do 


You have allowed it to be 


with it, and was not there, 1 do not know what | 


my house had to do with it. 

Mr. BIGLER. What I said was the truth, 
and that is the only defense I have to make before 
the Senate, and the country, and my God. 

Mr. GREEN. Mr. President, [ regard the 
questions raised in this discussion as of the very 
highest importance, looking to the structure of 
our Federal Government, the extent of the agency 
of Congress, and the extent of the agency of the 
people in the formation of States, and in the ad- 
mission of States into the Confederacy. As such 
1 am not willing to see the subject pass off with- 
out a more elaborate investigation. I do not feel 
prepared this evening, but [ desire to be heard on 
it myself. With the consent of the Senate, there- 
fore, | will move to postpone the further consid- 
eration of the subject until to-morrow. 

Several Senators. Say Monday. 

Mr. GREEN. If it be the wish of the Senate, 
I will move to postpone it until Monday. 


The motion was agreed to. {| 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
Several messages, in writing, were received 


= 9 
from the President of the United States, by J. B. 
Henry, Esq., his Private Secretary. 

On motion of Mr. BENJAMIN, the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness; and after some time spent therein, the doors 
were reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wenpnespay, December 9, 1857. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. | 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 
QUALIFICATION OF A MEMBER. 
Hon. Henry Winter Davis, a member from | 


the State of Maryland, appeared and took the oath | 
to support the Constitution of the United States. | 


ELECTION OF PRINTER. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. I call for the regular order | 
of business. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


I desire to | 


In all the | 


I do not want a false impression to be > 






December 9, 
ee ane* S ea 
| know what the question is before the House thi, 
| morning? 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of bys. 
ness 1s the resolution and substitute offered hy ;}, 
gentlemen from Alabama and Virginia, [ Messr. 
| Houston and Sairu.] The pending question \, 

on seconding the demand for the previous ques. 
tion, which was called by the gentleman frog 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Grow. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Lllinvis. Iss the ques. 
| tion before the House connected with the orgap. 
ization of the House ? ; 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it js, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Then I hops 
that by ananimous consent we shall proceed 
the drawing of seats. 

Several MemBers. 
Printer first. 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made. 

Mr. FAULKNER. [ask the unanimous eo». 
sent of the House tv introduce and put upon jts 
passage a bill, the reading of which will satisfy 
every member of this House that it ought to pags 
without objection. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I notify the gentleman tha 
I object to everythingeuntil the pending matter jg 
disposed of. 

Mr. FAULKNER. The bill is to supply ay 
omission in the enrollment of the act for the syp. 
port of the Army for the year ending the 30th of 
June, 1858. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. , I object. 

Mr. FAULKNER. The bill would hays 
passed almost by this time, had there been jo 
objection. [tis a matter of public consequence, 

TheSPEAKER. The Clerk will read the res. 
olutions offered by the gentleman from Alabama, 
[Mr. Housron,] and the substitute offered by the 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Sarru. } 

The original resolutions were read, and areas 
follows: 

Resolved, That the House now proceed to the election of 
a Printer for the House of Representatives during the Thir- 
ty-Fifth Congress, with the proviso that the House retains 
the right in Congress to modify the existing law on the sub- 
ject of public printing. as it may see proper, the Printer 
who may be elected under thfs resolution receiving said ap- 
pointment or election with and upon the condition above 
set forth. 

Resolved, That a committee of be appointed by the 
Speaker to examine into the laws in relation to the printing 
for the House of Representatives, the prices paid therefor, 
and the duties of the Publie Printer, whose duty it shall be 
to report thereon, with the least practicable delay, together 
| with such change or improvement therein as they may 
| deem advisable. 

The substitute was read, and is as follows: 

Resolved, That a committtee of —— be appointed by the 

Speaker to examine into the laws in relation to the printing 
| for the House of Representatives, the prices paid therefor, 
and the duties of the Public Printer, whose duty it shall be 
to report thereon with the least practicable delay, together 
with such change or improvement therein as they may 
deem advisable. 

Ind be it further resolved, That until such report and 
action thereon by this House, the election of Public Printer 
shall be postponed; and that, in the mean time, the Clerk 
of tne House shall have such printing executed, on the best 
terms practicable, as may be required by the House. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I suppose the blank ought 
to be filled with the number of the committee. I 
would propose ‘* seven.”? 

No objection being made, the blank was filled 
with ** seven.”’ 

The SPEAKER. The question is upon sec- 
onding the demand for the previous question. 

Mr. BANKS. [call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Banks and 
BarKSsDALE were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 

orted—ayes 95, noes 95. 

The SPEAKER voting in the affirmative, the 
previous question was seconded. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, demanded the 
yee and nays on ordering the main question to 


e put. 

Mr. HUGHES. Is it in order to move to lay 
the substitute upon the table? 
| The SPEAKER. That motion is in order, 
but its effect Will be to carry the original propo- 
sition with it. 

Mr. HUGHES. Is it in order, then, to de- 
mand a division of the question? 

The SPEAKER. The question will be first 
put upon agreeing to the substitute. The ques- 
| tion now is on ordering the main question to be 

ut, 
, Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. As I un- 
derstand the rules, if we refuse to order the main 
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question to be put, the effect will be to bring up 
1 . question to-morrow as the unfinished busi- 
* 3 of the morning hour. 
“7 be SPEAKER. That is the understanding 
of th Chair. ; . F 
\ir. JONES, of Tennessee. I will inquire 
other it has not been the fractice of the House, 
when the main question Is not ordered to be put, 
to proceed with the disposal of that question ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is not aware of | 
such a practice. 7 | 
Mr. CLINGMAN. Under our practice, the 
refusal to order the main question brings up the 
matter before the House next morning, when the 
yestion again recurs, ** Shall the main question 
now put??? : | 

Mr. STANTON. If the main question be not 
ordered, will not the House be in a condition to | 
proces d to discuss or vote upon the propositions 
be fore it? fh 

The SPEAKER. In that case, the proposition, 
by the usages of parliamentary law, passes from 
the House to again come up to-morrow morning. 

Mr. STANTON. Will it not be in order to 
discuss it? 

The SPEAKER. It wall not. 
question has been seconded. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. ; 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the aflirmative—yeas 116, nays 94; as follows: 


= 

| Barksdale, Bishop, Bocock, Bonham, Boyce, Branch, Bur- | 
nett, Burns, Caskie, Chapman, Horace F. Clark, John B. 
Clark, Clay, Clemens, Clingman, Cobb, John Cothrane, 
Cockerill, Cox, James Craig, Crawford, Curry, Davidson, 
Davis of Maryland, Davis of Indiana, Davis of Mississippi, 
Dewart, Dimmick, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, 
Faulkner, Florence, Foley,Garnett, Gartrell, Gillis, Gilmer, 
Goode, Greenwood, Gregg, Groesbeck, Lawrence W. Hall, 
Thomas L. Harris, Haskin, Hatch, Hawkins, Hickman, 
Hill, Hopkins, Houston, Hughes, Huyler, Jackson, George 
W. Jones, J.Glancy Jones, Owen Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Jacob 
M. Kunkel, Lamar, Landy, Lawrence, Leidy, Letcher, | 
Maclay, McKibbin, McQueen, Humphrey Marshall, Sam- | 
uel S. Marshall, Mason, Maynard Miles, Miller, Millson, | 
Montgomery, Moore, Isaac N. Morns, Niblack, Pendleton, | 
Peyton, Phelps, Phillips, Powell, Ready, Reagan, Reilly, | 
Ricaud, Ruffin, Russell, Sandidge, Savage, Scales, Scott, | 
Searing, Seward, Aaron Shaw, Henry M. Shaw, Shorter, 
Sickles, Singleton, Robert Smith, Samuel A. Smith, Stall- 
worth, Stephens, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, Talbot, 
George Taylor, Miles Taylor, Ward, Warren, Watkins, 
White, Whiteley, Winslow, Wortendyke, Augustus R. 
Wright, John V. Wright, and Zollicotfer—126. 


So the motion was disagreed to. 
The substitute was read. 
Mr. GOODE. ts it in order to amend by 
moving to strike out the second resolution ? 
The SPEAKER. The main question has been | 
| ordered, and amendments are not in order. 
Mr. BURNETT. Is the question divisible? 
The SPEAKER. It is an entire proposition, 
|| one part necessary to the understanding of the 
other, and is not divisible. 
Mr. HOUSTON. My proposition, as modi- 
fied, embraces all the good parts of the substitute, 
and I ask that it be read. 


W 


aque 


b 


The previous | 


YEAS —Messrs. Adrain, Ahl, Arnold, Atkins, Avery, 
Barksdale, Bishop, Bocock, 3onham, Bowie, Branch, Bur- 
. Burns, Caskie, Chapman, Horace F. Clark, John B. 


nett : 
Clark. Clay, Clemens, Clingman, Cobb, Jobn Cochrane, || again re ad. ae 
Cockerill, Cox, James Craig, Crawford, Curry, Davidson, Mr. BOCOCK. I desire to inquire of the Chair, | 


Davis of Indiana, Davis of Mississippi, Dewart, Dimmick, 
Dowdell, Elliott, English, Eustis, Faulkner, Florence, 
Foley, Garnett, Gartrell, Gillis, Goode, Greenwood, Gregg, 
Grocsbeck, Lawrenee W. Hall, Thomas L. Harris, Haskin, 
Hatch, Hawkins, Hopkins, Houston, Hughes, Huyler, | 
Jackson. Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Owen 
Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Jacob M. Kunkel, Lamar, Landy, 
Lawrenee, Leidy, Letcher, McKibbin, McQueen, Hum 
phrey Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Miles, Miller, Mont- | 
gomery, Moore, Isaae N. Morris, Niblack, Pendleton, Pey- | 
ton, Phelps. Phillips, Quitman, Ready, Reagan, Reilly, 
Ricaud, Rutlin, Russell, Sandidge, Savage, Scales, Scott, 
Searing, Seward, Aaron Shaw, Henry M. Shaw, Shorter, 
Singleton, Robert Smith, Samuel A. Smith. Stallworth, || 
Stephe po agg I tg OO oe oe | ‘The question was taken; and it was decided in 
Ward, Warren, Watkins, White, Whiteley, Winslow, || sae ehe apm ek of avn ‘nat rae 
Wortendyke, Augustus R. Wright, and John V. Wright— || the negative—yeas 91, nays 118; as follows: 

16 | WYEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Anderson, Andrews, Banks, 


1 

Bennett, Billinghurst, Bingham, Blair, Bliss, Brayton, Buf- 
|| finton, Burlingame, Burroughs, Case, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, 
Clawson, Clark B. Cochrane, Colfax, Comins, Covode, 
Cragin, Curtis, Damrell, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of 


for the information of the new members of the 
House, whiether, if the pro; 
league be voted down, the House will not be 
brought at once to a vote upon the resolutions 
offered by the gentleman from Alabama, which 
have just been read? 
The SPEAKER. That will be the effect of 
|| voting down the substitute. 
|| Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. 
the yeas and nays upon the substitute. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


I ask for 


NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Andrews, Banks, Bennett, Bil 
linghurst, Bingham, Blair, Bliss, Brayton, Buffinton, Bur- 
lingame, Burroughs, Campbell, Case, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, 
Clawson, Clark B. Cochrane, Colfax, Comins, Covode, | 
Cragin, Curtis, Damrell, Davis of Maryland, Davis of Mas- || lowa, Dawes, Dick, Dodd, Durfee, Eddy, Fenton, Foster, 
sachusetts, Davis of Iowa, Dawes, Dean, Dick, Dodd, || Giddings, Gilman, Gilmer, Goodwin, Granger, Grow, Rob 
Durfee, Edie, Fenton, Foster, Giddings, Gilman, Gilmer, || ert B. Hall, Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, Horton, Howard, 


Goodwin, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Howard, || Kellogg, Kelsey, Kilgore, Knapp, Joun C. Kunkel, Leech, 





Kellogg, Kelsey, Kilgore, Knapp, John C. Kunkel, Leech, Leiter, Lovejoy, Humphrey Marshall, Maynard, Morgan, | 
Leiter, Lovejoy, Maynard, Morgan, Morrill, Edward Joy |; Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Freeman H. Morse, Oliver A. 


Morris, Freeman H. Morse, Oliver A. Morse, Mott, Mur- || Morse, Mott, Murray,,Nichols, Olin, Parker, Pettit, Pike, 
ray, Nichols, Olin, Palmer, Parker, Pettit, Pike, Potter, || Potter, Pottle, Ricaud, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Royce, 
Pottle, Purvianee, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Royce, John || John Sherman, Judson W. Sherman, William Smith, Spin- 
Sherman, Judson W. Sherman, William Smith, Spinner, | 
Stanton, James A. Stewart, William Stewart, Thayer, 
Thompson, Tompkins, Underwood, Wade, Walbridge, 
Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellibu B. 
Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wilson, Wood, and Zolli 
cotler—$4. 


So the main question was ordered to be put. 

Pending the above call— 

Mr. HICKMAN said, that if he had been | 
within the bar when his name was called, he | 
would have voted in the affirmative. 

Mr. BANKS. What is the main question? 

The SPEAKER. The resolution of the gen- | 
tleman from Virginia. 

Mr. BANKS moved to lay that resolution on 
the table, and demanded tellers on his motion. 

leliers were ordered; and Messrs. Banks and 
Lamar were appointed. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, demanded the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered. 

I'he question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 82, nays 126; as follows: 

YEAS~—Messrs. Abbott, Andrews, Banks, Bennett, Bil- 
linghurst, Blair, Bliss, Brayton, Buffinton, Burlingame, 


Burroughs, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Clark B. Coch 
rane, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Curtis, Damrell, | 
Davis of Massachusetts, Dawes, Dean, Dick, Dodd, Dur- || Mr, MARSHALL, of Kentucky, demanded 
fee, Edie, Fenton, Foster, Giddings, Gilman, Goodwin, || | ~ a — d : r ys 
Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Horton, Howard, || t be yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Kellogg, Kelsey, Knapp, Joon C. Kunkel, Leech, Leiter, || t 
— i aay iat ing wen nd gg hag kan | ‘The question was taken; and it was decided in 
re, rr A.l se, Murray, Nichols in, Fé tT, | >» afar ive > 9 3 1: rae 

Parker, Pettit, Pike, Potter, Pottle, Ritchie, Robbins, Rob. || *P¢ @ffirmative, yeas 121, nays 81; as follows: 

erts, Royce, John Sherman, Judson W. Sherman, William YEAS—Messrs. Adrain, Ahl, Anderson, Arnold, At- 
kins, Barksdale, Bishop, Bocock, Bonham, Bowie, Boyce, 
Branch, Barnett, Burns, Campbell, Caskie, Chapman, John 


Ss : . , . 
Smith, Spinner, Stanton, Tappan, Thayer, Thompson, 
B. Clark, Clay, Clemens, Clingman, Cobb, Johu Cochrane, 


Tompkins, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, Walton, Cadwal- | 

ader C. Washburne, Ellinu B. Washburne, Israel Wash 

burn, Wilson, and Wood—2. || Coekerill, Cox, James Craig, Crawford, Curry, David- 
NAYS—Messrs. Adrain, Ahj, Anderson, Atkins, Avery, |! son, Davis of Maryland, Davis of Indiana, Davis of Missis- 


kins, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader C, 
Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wil- 
son, and Zollicotfer—9l. 

NAYS—Messrs. 


Barksdale, Bocock, Bonham, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Bur 


Cochrane, Cockerill, Cox, James Craig, Crawford, Curry, 
Davidson, Davis of Indiana, Davis of Mississippi, Dewart, 
Dimmick, Dowdell, Elliott, English, Faulkner, Florence, 
Foley, Gartrell, Gillis, Goode, Greenwood, Gregg, Groes 
\| beck, Lawrence W. Hail, Thomas L. Herris, 
Hateh, Hawkins, Hickman, Hopkins, Houston, Hughes, 
Huyler, Jackson, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glancy 
Jones, Owen Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Jacob M. Kunkel, La 
|| mar, Lawrence, Leidy, Letcher, Maclay, McKibbin, Me 
|| Queen, Samuel 8. Marshall, Mason, Miles, Miller, Millson, 
|| Montgomery, Moore, [saae N. Morris, Niblack, Pendleton, 
Peyton, Pheips, Phillips, Powell, Quitman, Ready, Reagan, 
Reilly, Ruffin, Russell, Sandidge, Savage, Scales, Scott, 
|| Searing, Seward, Aaron Shaw, Henry M. Shaw, Shorter, 
Sickles, Singleton, Robert Smith, Samuel A. Smith, Stall- 
worth, Stephens, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, Talbot, 
Miles Taylor, Ward, Warren, Watkms, White, Whiteley, 
Winslow, Wortendyke, Augustus R. Wright, and John V, 
| Wright—118. 


So the substitute was not agreed to. 


| The question recurred upon the resolutions of- 
,ered by Mr. Hovusron. 


i} 


FRE. CONGRESSIONAL ‘GLOBE. 


The original resolutions, as modified, were | 


yosition of my col- | 


ner, Stanton, William Stewart, Tappan, Thayer, ‘Tomp- | 


Adrain, Ahl, Arnold, Atkins, Avery, | 


nett, Burns, Campbell, Caskie, Chapman, Horace F. Clark, | 
John B. Clark, Ciay, Clemens, Clingman, Cobb, John | 


Haskin, | 


23 


ese 


sippi, Dewart, Dimmick, Dowdell, Edmundson, English, 
Faulkner, Florence, Fok y, Garnett, Gartrell, Gillis, Gilmer, 
Goode, Greenwood, Gregg, Groesbeck, Lawrence W. Hall, 
Thomas L. Harris, Haskin, Hawkins, Hickman, fill, Hop- 
kins, Houston, Hughes, Huyler, Jackson, Jewett, George 
W Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Owen Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Jacob 
M. Kunkel; Lamar, Leidy, Letcher, Maclay, McKibbin, 
McQueen, Samuel 8. Marshall, Mason, Miles, Miller, Mill- 
son, Montgomery, Moore, Isaae N. Morris, Mott, Niblack, 
Pendleton, Peyton, Phelps, Phillips, Powell, Quitinan, Rea- 
gan, Reilly, Ruffin, Russell, Sandidge, Savage, Scales, 
Scott, Seward, Aaron Shaw, Henry M. Shaw, Shorter, 
Sickles, Singleton, Robert Smith, Samuel A. Smith, Stall 
worth, Stephens, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, Talbot, 
George Taylor, Miles Taylor, Ward, Warren, Watkins, 
White, Whiteley, Winslow, Wortendyke, Augustus R. 
Wright, John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—121. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Andrews, Banks, Billinghurst, 
Bingham, Blair, Bliss, Brayton, Bufiinton, Buriingame, 
Burroughs, Case, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Clark B. 
Cochrane, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Damrell, Davis of 
Massachusetts, Dawes,, Dean, Dick, Dodd, Durive, Edie, 
Fenton, Foster, Giddit Gilman, Goodwin, Granger, 
Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Horton, Howard, Kellogg, 
Kelsey, Kilgore, Knapp, Leech, Leiter, Lovejoy, Humph- 
rey Marshall, Maynard, Morgan, Morrill, Freeman H. 
Morse, Oliver A. Morse, Murray, Nichots.Oltin, Parker, Pet- 
tit, Pike, Potter, Pottle, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Royee, 
John Sherman, Judson W. Sherman, Spinner, Stanton, 
Willian Stewart, Tappan, Thayer, Thompson, Tompkins, 
Wade, Walbridge, Waidron, Walton, Cadwalader C. Wash- 
burne, Eilihu B. Washburne, israel Washburn, Wilson, 
and Wood—sl. 







iv 
igs, 


So the resolutions were agreed to. 
| Pending the call of the roll— 

Mr. AVERY said: I was not within the bar 
when my name was called, and I am not certain 
whether | came in the next name was 
called. I ask the privilege of recording my vote. 

| Mr. RITCHIE. I must object. l objected 
this morning to the same privilege being accorded 
to one of my colleagues. 

Mr. CURTIS. I was not within the bar when 
/my name was called, but I ask permission to 
vote. 

Several Members objected. 

Mr.CURTIS. I should have voted in the neg- 
ative. 

Mr. HATCH. I was not within the bar when 
my name was called, but I desire to say that if I 
had been, I should have voted in the affirmateve. 

Mr. HOUSTON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolutions were adopted; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


i Mr. BOCOCK. I nominate for Printer of the 
House, James Bb. Steadman, of the State of Ohio. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. [ nominate 
George M. Weston, of the District of Columbia. 
The SPEAKER appointed Messrs. Bocock, 
Wasusurn of Maine, Zoruicorrer, and EHuy- 
LER, tellers to count the votes. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I believe that in 
elections of this kind members can vote at any 
time before the result is announced. They diifer 

from votes by yeas and nays in this respect. 
|| The SPEAKER. That has been the practice 
of the House. 

The House, in the execution of its order, then 
proceeded to vote for Printer, with the following 
result: Whole number of votes cast, 214; neces- 
sary to a choice, 108; of which— 


before 


| 

| James B. Steadman received..... janswede’ ovivetwe 121 
Qed, Ti Pe aac oo candies 4s 0081 d+ sad bSGi Wee cone e9 
1} Gales & Seaton.....ecccccccccees ee eeeeceerserees J 
At (ROMDPO MIU so co tescdvened clnetéavicediassnss | 


| 
|| ‘The following is the vote in detail: 
| For James B. Steadman—Messrs. Adrain, Ahl, Amold, 
| Atkins,Avery, Barksdale, Bishop, Bocock, Bonham, Bowie, 
| Boyee, Branch, Burnett, Burns, Caskie, Chapman, Horace 
| F. Clark, John B. Ciark, Clay, Clemens, Clingman, Cobb, 
| John Cochrane, Cockerill, Cox, James Craig, Crawtord, 
| Curry, Davidson, Davis of Indiana, Davis of Mississippi, 
Dewart, Dimmick, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, 
Faulkner, Florence, Foley, Garnett, Gartretl, Gillis, Goode, 
| Greenwood, Gregg, Groesbeck, Lawrence W Hall, Thom- 
| as L. Harris, Haskin, Hatch, Hawkins, Hickman, Hopkins, 
Houston, Hughes, Huyler, Jackson, Jewett, George W. 
Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Owen Jones, Keitt, Keily, Jacob 
| M. Kunkel, Lamar, Landy, Leidy, Letcher, Maclay, Me- 
| Kibbin, MeQueen, Samuel 8. Marshall, Masou, Miles, Mil- 
| ler, Millson, Montgomery, Moore, Isaac N. Morris, Niblack, 
| Pendleton, Peyton, Phelps, Phillips, Quitman, Re ady, Rea- 
gan, Reilly, Ruffin, Russell, Sandidge, Savage, Seales, 
Scott, Searing, Seward, Aaron Shaw, Henry M. Shaw, 
Shorter, Sickles. Singleton, Robert Smith, Samuel A.Smith, 
Stallworth, Stevens, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, Talbot, 
| George ‘'aylor, Miles Taylor, Ward, Warren, Watkins, 
| White, Whitely, Winslow, Wortendyke, Augustus R. 
1! Wright, John V. Wright, and Mr. Speaker. 
| For George M. Weston — Mesers. Abbott, Andrews, 
} 





Banks, Bennett, Billinghurst, Bingham, Blair, Blies, Bray- 
ton. Buffin furrouche, Camry ll, Case 
Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Clark B. Cochrane, Coltax, 


' Comins, Covode, Cragin, Curtis, Damreil, Davis of Mas- 


> ely ‘ mie 
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sachusetts, Davis of lowa, Dawes, Dean, Dick, Dodd, Dur- || 
fee, Edie, Fenton, Foster, Giddings, Gilman, Goodwin, | 
Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Hoard, Horton, | 
Howard, Kellogg, Kelsey, Kilgore, Knapp, John C. Kun 

kel, Leech, Leiter, Lovejoy, Morgan, Mornil, Freeman H. 

Morse, Oliver A. Morse, Mout, Murray, Nichols, Olin, Pal 

mer, Parker, Pettit, Pike, Potter, Powe, Purviance, Ritchie, | 
Robbins, Roberts, Royce, John Sherman, Judson W. Sher 
man, Spinner, Stanton, William Stewart, Tappan, Thayer, || 
Thompson, Tompkins, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, Wal- || 
ton, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Is- | 
racl Washburn, Wilson, and Wood. 


For Gales & Seaton—Messrs. Gilmer, Maynard, and Ed- || 
ward Joy Morris. 


For Robert Cawthon—Mr. Powell. 
James B. Steadman having received a ma- 
jority of all the votes cast, was declared daly 
elected as Printer of the House for the Thirty- 
Fifth Congress. 
DRAWING FOR SEATS. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I offer the || 


following resolution in regard to the organization ] 
of the House; and upon it | demand the previous | 
question: |] 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House, immediately after | | 
the passage of this resolution, place in a box the names of || 
each member and delegate of the House of Representatives, | 
written on a separate slip of paper; that he then proceed, || 
in the presence of the House, to draw from said ox, one || 
at a time, the said slips of paper, and as each is drawn he 
shall announce the name of the member or Delegate upon 
it, who shall choose his seat for the present session: | 
Provided, That before said drawing shal commence, the 
Speaker shall cause every seat to be vacated, and shall see 
that every seat continues vacant until it is selected under | 
this order, and that cach seat, after having been selected, | 
shall be deemed vacant if left unoccupied before the calling 
of the roll is finished. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I ask the gentleman from | 
Illinois to withdraw his resolution for a moment, | 
in order that I may offer one providing means to 
pey the clerks, pages, and other employés of the | 

louse, who have been dismissed. Many of them 
live in distant States, and of course it costs them | 
more to remain here until next week than their | 
pay amounts to. 

Mr WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
the resolution read. 

The resolution was read, and is as follows: 

Resolved, That the Clerk be, and he is hereby, authorized 
to pay to the officers, clerks, messengers, pages, and others, 
employés of the House of Kepresentatives since the com- 
meneement of the present session, such sums as may be 
due to them for attendance and services under the existing 
laws, resolutions, and regulations of the House. 

Mr. WASHBURNE,of Ilinois. If there is no 
objection to the resolution, and it can be adopted 
without debate, | will withdraw mine 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I should like to be 
informed as to the necessity of the resolution. | 
If services have been rendered, of course the 
Clerk will pay for them. I object to the resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Then I 
adhere to my resolution, and call the vrevious | 
question on it. | 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and under the 
operation thereof the resolution was adopted. — | 

Mr. PHELPS. Before the drawing commences, | 
I desire to say that on Monday last I informed 
the House that my colleague [Mr. Carurners] || 
was unable to be present in consequence of severe 1] 
illness. | now ask that some member of the Mis- || 
souri delegation be permitted to draw for him. | 

‘ . ' 

Several Members objected. 

Mr. HATCH. My colleague [Mr. Cornine] 
is unavoidably absent to-day. I hope one of the 
New York delegation will be allowed to select a | 
seat for him. [Loud cries of * Object.’’| \| 

|| 


i 
1 





I will hear || 





The House then proceeded to execute its order. 
The seats were all vacated, the members crowd- 
ing outside the bar, and occupying the reporters’ || 
desks, eagerly waiting the chances of the lottery. } 
Each member, as his name was drawn from the | 
box and announced by the Clerk, selected his | 
seat for the session. ‘The process occupied more 
than an hour, and was the occasion of much mer- || 
riment. 


HOMESTEAD BILL. 
Mr. GROW, as soon as the members were all 


seated, gave notice that he would to-morrow, or 
on some subsequent day, introduce a bill to secure 
homesteads to actual settlers on the public lands. || 
THE NEW HALL. 
Mr.WARREN. I desire to move that acom- || 
mittee be appointed to ascertain and report when 
it will be prudent for the House to remove into 
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| a bad. seat!’’ and laughter.) 


| trator of Pierre Ayott; the claim of George W. | 


/ claim of Michel Musy and Andre Galtier; the | 


| of Jeremiah M. Williams and others; the claim 
| of Arnold Harris, administrator of Robert Arm- 
|| strong; the claim of E. B, Chamberlain and others, | 
|! heirs of Joshua Chamberlain; the claim of Eliza | 


| Joshua R. Jewett; the claim of John M. Thorne; {| 


| Robert C. Thompson, administrator of Wil- | 


Pierce; the claim of Ann B. Johnson; the claim 


claim of Nancy Ittig; the claim of Mary Ann 


‘the new Hall. " (Cries of “ No, no, you’ve got | A bill for the relief of Melinda Durkee 


I am serious. I || 
believe that the new Hall is now ready for occu- || 
yancy. 1| 
: Mr. KEITT. Provide, then, that the present || 
draw shal! hold good inthenew Hall. [Laughter.] || 
Mr. FLORENCE. Oh, no; I object to that. || 
Mr. BOCOCK. I move thatthe House do now || 
adjourn. — 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I hope that the || 
gentleman will waive that motion to enable me to 
move that, until otherwise ordered, the daily hour 
of meeting shall be twelve o'clock, m. | 
Mr. BOCOCK. I withdraw the motion for that | 
purpose. | 
Mr. Jones’s motion was agreed to. | 
And then, on motion of Mr. BOCOCK, the | 
House (at half past three o’clock, p. m.) 4 


journed until to-morrow. 
IN SENATE. 
Tuourspay, December 10, 1857. 


Prayer by Rev. Stepnen P. Hiv. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Hon. James A. Bayarp, of Delaware, appeared 
in his seat to-day. 


COURT OF CLAIMS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Court of Claims, made in 
pursuance of law, transmitting the opinions of 
that court adverse to the claim of Frederick 
Griffing; the claim of Francis Picard, adminis- 


Dow and John H. Ditmas; the claim of Daniel 
Van Winkle; the claim of Joseph Loranger; the 


claim of Henry G. Carson, administrator of Cur- | 
tiss Grubb, deceased, surviving partner of Curtiss | 
and Peter Grubb; the claim of Philip Lamoy; the | 
claim of Ezra T. Marnay, administrator of Lewis 
Marnay; the claim of Henry Miller; the claim of 
Stephen C. Hayden; the claim of David Noble; 
the claim of Joseph Stokely and others; the claim 





Shaffer; the claim of Augusta Demers and others, | 
administrators of Francis Chandolet, deceased; | 
the claim of Alexander H. Cook; the claim of | 





the claim of J. C. Buckles; the claim of James 
Thompson; the claim of J. H. King, adminis- 
trator of James Greer; the claim of T. S.J. John- 
son; the claim of Abraham King, administrator | 
of John Mondeville; the claim of Llewellyn Jones; 
the claim of Robert S. Garnett; the claim of | 


liam Thompson; the claim of Ann W. Butler, | 
administratrix of Richard Butler, deceased; the | 
claim of Christiana Dener; the claim of Stephen | 
C. Phillips; the claim of Ellen Martin; the claim 
of Francis Nadean; the claim of Abraham R. | 
Woolley; the claim of Ralph Richardson; the | 
claim of Nathaniel Williams; the claim of Hugh | 
Hughes; the claim of R. L. Page, administrator | 
of William B. Page; and the claim of Robert Har- 
rison; and also the opinions of the judges in the 
case of Letitia Humphreys. 

Also, decisions of the court in favor of the 
claim of Jane Martin; the claim of Melinda Dur- 
kee; the claim of Sarah Weed; the claim of Mary 


of Hannah Menzies; the claim of Benjamin L. 
McAtee and J. N. Eastham; the claim of Rebecca 
P. Nourse; the claim of Anna Hill; the claim of 
Polly Booth; the claim of Sarah Eaton; the claim 
of ‘Temperance Childress; the claim of Elizabeth 
King; the claim of Lydia Clapp; the claim of 
Elizabeth Morgan; the claim of Phebe Polly; the 





Hooper; the claim of Almira Reniff; the claim 
of Sarah Loomis; the claim of Mary Grant; the 
claim of James Mc. McIntosh; the claim of Neal 
Smith, administrator of William Turvin; the 
laim of Charner T. Scaife, administrator of Gil- 
bert Stalker, deceased; the claim of William H. 
Russell; and the claim of Ferdinand Coxe; 
Accompanied by the following bills: 
A bill for the relief of Jane Martin, of the 
county of Harrison, State of Virginia; 


GLOBE. 
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of 
State of Georgia; tin 


A bill for the relief of Sarah Weed, 
county of Albany, State of New York; 
A bill for the relief of Mary Pierce, of th. 
county of Courtland, State of New York; —~ 
A bill for the reliefof Ann B. Johnson, of t 
county of Henrico, State of Virginia; : 
A bill for the relief of Hannah Menzies, of tj, 
State of Kentucky; ; 
A bill for the relief of Benjamin L. McAte 
and J. N. Eastham, of Louisville, Kentucky. 
A bill for the relief of Rebecca P. Nourse, of 
the State of Kentucky; . 
A bill for the relief of Anna Hill, of the eo 
of Monroe and State of New York; 
A bill for the relief of Polly Booth, of th, 
county of Madison, State of New York; 
A bill for the relief of Sarah Eaton, of the 
county of Worcester, State of Massachusetts; 
A bill for the relief of Temperance Childress, 


Of the 


unty 


| of the State of Virginia; 


A bill for the relief of Elizabeth King, of the 
State of Virginia; - 

A bill for the relief of Lydia Clapp, of the 
county of Washington, State of New York; 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Morgan, of 
the county of Rensselaer, State of New York; 

A bill for the relief of Phebe Polly, of the 
county of Otsego, State of New York; 

A bill for the relief of Nancy Ittig, of the coun. 


| ty of Herkimer, State of New York; 


A bill for the relief of Mary Ann Hooper, of 


| the State of Virginia; 


A bill for the relief of Almira Reniff, of the 
State of Virginia; 

A bill for the relief of Sarah Loomis, of the 
county of New London, State of Connecticut; 

A bill for the relief of Mary Grant, of the State 
of South Carolina; 

A bill for the relief of Captain James Mc. Mc- 
Intosh, of the United States Navy; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of William 
Turvin, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of Charner T. Scaife, ad- 
ministrator of Gilbert Stalker; 

A bull for the relief of William H. Russell; and 

A bill for the relief of Ferdinand Coxe. 


AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE OF MICHIGAN, 


Mr. STUART. I desire to present to the Sen- 
ate a memorial of the board of education of the 
State of Michigan and of the faculty of the Agri- 
cultural College of that State, praying fora dona- 
tion of land for the Agricultural College. As it 
is upon an important subject, I ask the consent 
of the Senate to have it laid on the table, and 

rinted. When the committees shall be formed, 

shall ask its reference to a committee; but as 
it is very short, I desire to have it printed. | 
make that motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 


RESOLUTIONS OF CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. BRODERICK presented a resolution of 
the Legislature of California, in favor of an addi- 
tional allowance to the officers and men of the 
Army who served in the Pacific division, and 
also to the officers connected with the Light House 
Board of that coast; which was ordered to lie on 
the table, and be printed. 

He also presented a resolutien of the Legisla- 
ture of California, in favor of a uniform rate of 
~— the payment by the Government for all 

ree postage matter, and the abolition of the frank- 
ing privilege; which was ordered to lie on the 
table, and be printed. 

He also presented resolutions of the Legislature 
of California. in behalf of William Grove Deal, 
for relief given by him to the indigent sick at Sac- 
ramento Gity, California, in 1849 and 1850; which 
were ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. DOUGLAS gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill to enable the people 
of the Territory of Kansas to hold a convention 
to form a constitution and State government pre- 
paratory to their admission into the Union on al 
equal — with the orginal States. 

Mr. FOOT gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill making grants of public 
land to actual settlers. 

Also, a bill for the relief of George P. Marsh. 

Mr. GREEN gave notice of his intention to 
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i leave to introduce a bill to amend an 
nd “An act to provide for the payment of 
ees and other property lost or destroyed in the 
~ itary service of the United States,’’ approved 
March 3, 1849. 

REPORTING OF THE DEBATES. 


Mr. SEWARD submitfed the following reso- 
ion for consideration; which lies over under || 
the rule: ‘ 

Resolved, That the Joint Committee on Printing inquire 
nd report whether any new provisions of law are neces- 
“ary to secure a faithful performance, on the part of Con- 
es s. of the existing contracts which provide for accurate 
“ports of the debates of the two Houses. 
sd 


ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 


On motion of Mr. HALE, it was 


Ordered, ‘That when the Senate adjourn to-day, it be to 
meet on Monday next. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

On motion of Mr. SLIDELL, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration 9f executive business; | 
and, after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, and the Senate adjourned to Monday. 


_ 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, December 10, 1857. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 


act en- || it into the new Hall as soon as practicable. I 


| passage of a resolution for an investigation into 


| at any time.”’ 








\) 
should be as far from insisting that we shall go | 
into the new Hall when the health of myself or | 
any other gentleman upon this floor would be en- 
dangered, as any other member; but it strikes me 
that no danger can result to any member by the 


the condition of the new Hall, for the purpose of 
ascertaining when it is probable we can go there. 


This is all I ask, and I hope it will not be ob- | 


| jected to. 


Mr.STANTON. I move toamend by adding, || 
‘* that the committee shall have péwer to report | 


Mr. WARREN. I accept the amendment as | 
a modification of my resolution. | 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I object. The | 
‘ committee can report ina few days, and I do not 
| wish it to be privileged to override all other busi- | 
ness, 
| The SPEAKER. The gentleman has a right | 
| to modify his resolution. 
_Mr. STANTON, I call for the previous ques- || 
| tion. 
The call for the previous question was second- | 
ed; and the main question was ordered to be put. | 
The resolution was adopted. “| 
Mr. WARREN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted; and also 


t 





The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 
QUALIFICATION OF A MEMBER. 


Hon. Guy M. Bryan, a Representative from | 
the State of Texas, appeared, and was duly qual- 
ified by taking the usual oath to support the Con- | 
stitution. 

OMISSION IN ENROLLMENT. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- | 
munication from the War Department, to the ef- | 
fect that, in the Army Fee act of the | 

3d March, 1857, the 
usual appropriation of $360,000, for the manufac- 
ture of arms at the national armories, although 
regularly estimated for by his Department, and | 
passed by both Houses, by a clerical error was 
omitted in enrolling the bill; that attention was 
called to this omission as soon as it was discov- | 
ered, and that it was acknowledged by the Clerk | 
of the House of Representatives to have occurred | 
through mistake,as stated. The Secretary of | 
War respectfully requests that it may be brought | 
to the notice of the House of Representatives at 
the present session, and that a bill may be passed | 


to correct the omission as one as practicable. || 
e unanimous con- || 


Mr. FAULKNER. I ask t 
sent of the House to permit me to introduce a | 


bill for the correction of the error to which atten- || 


tion is called. | 


Mr. MORGAN. 


The communication was laid upon the table, || 


and ordered to be printed. 
APPOINTMENT OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 
Mr. BANKS. I offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Speaker be authorized and requested 
to appoint the standing committees of this House. 


The resolution was adopted. 
ADJOURNMENT OVER. 


Mr. BANKS. In order that the Speaker may 1] tions to the old system. I call the previous ques- 


have time to discharge the duty imposed upon 


him, under the resolution just adopted, I move | 


that when the House adjourns to-day, it adjourn 
to meet on Monday next. 
The motion was agreed to. 


THE NEW HALL. 


TheSPEAKER. The question in order is on 
the following resolution submitted yesterday by 
the gentleman from Arkansas, [Mr. Warren:] 


Resolved, That a committee of be appointed to ex- 
amine the new Hall, and report when it can be occupied 


with safety. 

Mr. WARREN. I will perfect the resolution 
by filling the blank with the word “five.” I will 
call attention to the object I had in view in sub- 
mitting this resolution. I do not move that we 
adjourn immediately to the new Hall, but simply 
that we appoint a committee to inquire into the 
condition of that Hall, and report when, in their 
opinion, it will be prudent for us to adjourn into it. 

most every member feels the inconvenience of 
the Hall in which we are now sitting, and cer- 





tainly it is desirable that we should remove from 


I object. | 


|| Speaker, upon these resolutions, 


| moved that that motion be laid upon the table. || 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
PAYMENT OF DISMISSED EMPLOYES. | 


Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. Speaker, I again sub- | 


| mit the resolution which I presented yesterday. || 


It authorizes the Clerk of the House to pay the | 


clerks and other employés, who have been em- || 
| ployed during the present session, and are dis- || 


missed, the amount to which they are entitled. 
Mr. LETCHER. Does the resolution, ifadopt- | 
ed, provide also for the payment of the extra com- 
pensation voted at the last session by a resolution | 
of the House? 
Mr. CAMPBELL. 
Mr. LETCHER. 
derstood. 


It certainly does not. 
I wish that distinctly un- | 
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Mr. HUGHES. I insist on the regular order | 
of business, and object to the resolution. 


INVITATION TO CLERGYMEN. 
Mr. DOWDELL. I submit the following res- 


olutions: 
| Whereas, the people of these United States, from their 
| earliest history to the present time, have been led by the 
hand of a kind Providence, and are indebted for all the 
countless blessings of the past and the present, and depend- 
ent for continued prosperity in the future, upon Almighty 
| God ; and whereas, the gréat vital and conservative element 
in our system is the belief of our people in the pure doc- 
trines and divine truths of the Gospe! of Jesus Christ, it ac- 
| cordingly becomes the Representatives of a people so highly 
favored to acknowledge in the most public manner their rev- 
| erence for God: Therefore, 

Be it resolved, That the daily sessions of this body be 
| opened with prayer. 
| Resolved, That the ministers of the Gospel in this city 
| are hereby requested to attend, and alternately perform this 
solemn duty. 

I do not desire to make any remarks, Mr. 
They speak 
| for themselves. The plan was tried for two 
| months during the last Congress, and operated 

well. Itis no new plan. It avoids many objec- 








on. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Lllinois. I would suggest 
| to the gentleman that he amend his resolutions 
so as to provide that no compensation shall be 
paid to these gentlemen. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish the gen- 
'tleman from Alabama would withdraw the de- 
| mand for the previous question. I have had a 
good many remonstrances sent to me from differ- | 
ent States against the old practice of electin 
Chaplains to the House. I wish to have one o 
them read. 

Mr. DOWDELL. My resolutions do not pro- 
pose to elect a Chaplain. They carry out the 
gentleman’s plan. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to have 
one of the remonstrances read. That is all. 

Mr. DOWDELL. Will the gentleman renew 
the demand for the previous question? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I will. 

Mr. DOWDELL. Then I withdraw it. 

_ Mr. HUGHES. I desire to be understood as 
insisting upon the regular order of business. I 
do not know but that this question belongs to the 
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organization of the House. I insist, however, 
upon the regular order of business, and if that 
would exclude these resolutions, I object to them. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. It is too late to 
object now; the resolutions have been received. 
ir. HUGHES. The objection was made be- 








| fore the resolutions were received, but was not 


heard by the Chair. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The resolutions 
have been received. A call for the previous ques- 
tion was entertained, and has been withdrawn at 
my request. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
the resolutions are properly before the House. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I do not wish to 
detain the House for more than a few moments. 
I have various remonstrances in my possession 


| from different States—from the States of Indi- 


ana, Pennsylvania, Arkansas, Texas, Missouri, 


| Maine, Ohio, Virginia, lowa, Connecticut, and 


Illinois—remonstrating against the employment 
of Chaplains by the United States, cither for 
Congress or for the Army and Navy. I believe 
they are all of the same purport, and I ask that 
one of them may be read, in order that the House 
may see what are the grounds of these people’s 


objections. 


[he SPEAKER. If there be no objection, 
vaper will be read. 
Mr. SHORTER. I object. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. ‘ThenI will read 
it myself. I have aright to read it as a part of 
my remarks. It is as follows : 

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States : 


The undersigned, citizens of the State of Arkansas, deem- 
ing the employment of a large number of chaplains or 
national clergy by Congress and through its authority, at the 


| expense of the Government, a serious violation of our rights 
| of conscience, and of those principles of religious and civil 


equality and freedom sought to be protected by the pro- 
visions of our national Constitution, respectfully call your 
attention to some of their reasons for asking the immediate 
abolition of the office of national Chaplain, in Congress, in 
the Army and Navy, and elsewhere. 

First.—By article ten of amendments, the Constitution 
rovides that ‘‘ the powers not delegated to the United States 
y the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are 

reserved to the States respectively, or TO THE PEOPLE ;”’ and 
the right of employing clergymen to preach or pray for the 
people, or any portion of them, not being delegated to Con- 
gress, either directly or constructively, we claim as a re- 
served right, which we deem sacred, inalienable, and abso- 
lutely essential to our civil and religious freedom. 

Second.—By article one of amendments, the Constitution 
provides that “‘ Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion ;”? and we deem the employment 
of a clergyman of any sect an establishment, to a certain 
extent, of the religion of that sect. Inasmuch as he is thereby 
made an officer of Government, the doctrines preached by 
him in his official capacity must be considered those of the 
Government, whose acknowledged agent he is, and by 
whom he is paid for promulgating his sectarian views, with 
money drawn from the whole people, nine tenths of whom, 
perhaps, hold sentiments entirely at variance with those 
they are thus by law compelled to support. 

Third.—By article six, section three, the Constitution 
declares that “* No religious test shall ever be required as a 
qualification to any office or public trust under the United 
States ;’? and from the very nature of the office of Chaplain 
a religious test is an indispensable prerequisite to determ- 
ine the qualification of a candidate therefor, as the employ- 
ment of a non-professor of religion, or an avowed infidel, 
to such office, would be an inevitable absurdity. Sach an 
office or public trust is most clearly unconstitutional. [tis 
an office to which all citizens are not equally eligible with- 
out a religious test, as contemplated by that instrument from 
which alone Congress derives all its rightful powers. 

Fourth.—The immense increase of the number of chap- 


| lains employed by the Government within the past few 


years, has alarmed us to apprehend that an extension of the 
system may ultimately subject us to all the onerous and op- 
pressive features of the unholy union of Church and State, 
with which the world has been so grievously burdened in 
all ages, and from which we had hoped we were forever 
delivered by the glorious epoch of the American Revolution. 
The report of the Judiciary Committee of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, to the Thirty-Third Congress, at its first ses- 
sion, on the subject of the numerous petitions for the abo- 
lition of the chaplaincy, shows that the number of national 











clergy which the citizens of our country are annually forced 
to support, by direct taxation, is as follows: Thirty in the 
Army,gwenty-four in the Navy, and two in Congress! be- 
sides a large number at the various naval and military 
schools, stations, aid outposts; and at various nissionary 
stations, ostensibly as teachers of Indian schools. The ag- 
gregate amount which we are annually compelled to pay 
for the support of clergymen, as officers which the Const 
tution gives Congress no power to create or linpose upon 
us, but on the contrary positively prohibits, cannot, there- 
fore, vary far from a quarter of a million dollars annually ! 
Should the number of national chaplains continue to in- 
crease in the ratio of the past few years, it will soon equal 
that of the national clergy in the despotisms of the Old 
World, where the Church and State are allies in corrup- 
tion and oppression. Indeed, we know of no stopping piace 
or limit that can be set to arrest its progress, when prece- 
dent has overthrown the protective barriers of the Consti- 
tution. 
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Fifth.—We cannot perceive why clergymen should be 
sustained by Government in either House of Congress, at 
our tailitary and naval stations, on board our vessels of war, 
and in cach regiment of our Army 1 
township, distnet, 


, 20y more than in each 
parish or Viliage throughout the land; 
anclion the jormer, could not be regarded otherwise 
Lian 28 a Assent tO the extension Oo! Lie same system, that 
would place us upon a level with the priest ridden despot 
isms Of the Old World. Our members of Congress, mili 
tary and uaval officers, soldiery and seamen, are, or should 
be, paid a just compensation for their services, aud be left, 
like all Olver cizens, to support any clergyman, or none, as 
their conscience may direct them, without legal agency or 
coercion. Neither Christianity nor the genius of our insti 
tutions contemplates any aristocracy predicated upon the 
clerical proiession, and no special provision, therefore, is 
necessary by the Government to admit clergymen to our 
Army and Navy, as they may enlist like other men, and labor 
like Jesus lmesell and his Apostles among the poor fisher 
men, onthe seaside. If it be objected that few clergymen 
would serve among the troops and marines upon such terins, 
we can only say, that if actuated by correct religious mo 
lives, no minister would wait for Government gold to lead 
him to his labors of love among them, and that none but 
hypocrites would be debarred by the want of it. We think 
the Government should notevince more religious zeal than 
professed ministers of the gospel themselves, by bribing 
them to perform religious service. If the clergy in the 
Army and Navy look tor other compensation than the vol- 
untary contributions of those among whom they labor, the 
various religious societies of the country might be more 
appropriately appealed to, as their funds are voluntarily con 
tributed for such purposes, while those of the Government 
are taken for State purposes, by authority of law, equally 
from all classes of citizens, of whatever sects, and Whether 
protessors or non. professors of religion. 

Sivth.—Welheving that religion is a matter entirely be 
tween man and his Maker, with which no human govern 
ment has a nght to meddle, and thatitts true exercise must 
be voluntary, it is equally humiliating and painful to us, as 
Ciiristians and as ciuzens, to find the barbarous system of 
persecution, which characterized the dark ages, employed 
at this day in our Ariny and Navy, to compel attendance 
upon the religious services of our national clergy. Among 
the many cases of the kind, may be instanced the recent one 
of the private Duggan, who was sentenced by court-martial, 
at Fort Columbus, New York harbor, for neglecting to at 
tend the chaplain’s religious services, after having been 
frequently punished for the same offense, to a Fine of five 
doliars per month for six months, the torture of the ball and 
chain for four months, and partial starvation upon bread and 
water during the remaining two months of solitary tmpris 
onment, We rejoice thata portion of this sentence was 
remitted by the clemency of the Department, but deeply re 
gret that any religious persecution whatever is authorized 
by the Government, or rendered necessary to military dis 
cipline, by the employment of clergymen as Government 
officers to perform religious services in the Army and Navy. 

Seventh.—While we reverence religion asa Divine insti 
tution, only claiming the free exercise of our own con 
sciences concerning it, we firmly believe that all attempts 
f human governments to foster it will result similarly to 
that of Constantine, in its corruption and great detriment, 
and in roaring an ecclesiastical aristocracy of hireling hypo 
crites Who will assume the clerical character from unholy 
motives, and ultimately lead to all the oppressive pro-crip 
tion, impositions, and persecutions which have resulted 
from the same policy in the Roman and all other European 
Government 

We therefore earnestly pray your honorable bodies to care- 
fully consider the unconstitutionality, injustice, and oppres 
sion oF the national chaplaincy system, and to abolish the 
office of chaplain wherever it may exist by your authority, 
thereby restoring us the liberty of contributing our own 
money forsuch religious and charitable purposes only as our 
consciences nay approve. 


nud to 


During the reading of the foregoing remon- 
strance — 

Mr. ELLIOTT said: The reading of that paper | 
is objected to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I have the floor, 
and have a right to speak for an hour. [| am 
reading the maper as a part of my remarks. 

Mr. ELLIOTT. LI would like to know who is 
the author of it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must refer the 
gentleman to the gentleman from Tennessee. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 am making it 
my own; | am appropriating it. 

Mr. Jones then resumed the reading of the 
yaper, but was again interrupted by 

Mr. HUGHES, who said: I rise to a question | 
of order. ‘The resolutions offered by the gentle- 
man from Alabama (Mr. Dowpe..} — to 
invite the clergy of this city alternately to open 
the sessions of this House with prayer, without | 
compensation. > { 

Mr KEITT. The resolutions do not say that. 

Mr. HUGHES. Yes; the gentleman agreed to 
modify his resolutions. Now, my point of order 
is this: that the gentleman from Tennessee 1s 
arguing—beccuse he reads this remonstrance as 
a part of his argument—against the election of a 
Chaplain, and against the enormous eXpenses 
which are ei tailed upon the public eer by 
compensation to Chaplains regularly elected. 1 
think the gentleman is out of order. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair must overrule the 
question of order raised by the gentleman from 
Indiana. The Chair does not perceive but what 
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the remarks of the gentleman from Tennessee are | 


pertinent to the resolutions before the House. 
At a subsequent point in the reading of the 


| resolutions— 


Mr. HALL, of Massachusetts, (interrupting, ) 
said: It appears to me that the reading of this 
remonstrance in regard to the election of chap- 
lains generally for the Government service, and 
the Chaplain of this House in particular, is not 
in order on these resolutions, inasmuch as they are 


| resolutions proposing that the meetings of this 





| me that this is altogether a different quesuon— 
| that it is not a proposition to select certain per- 


House shall be opened by prayer by the various 
clergymen of the city. They do not propose the 
election of a Chaplain, properly so called, 

The SPEAKER. 
vision for the selection of officers in lieu of a 
Chaplain. 

Mr. HALL, of Massachusetts. But it is not 
in order to discuss the question of chaplaincy. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If that question 
of order is debatable, | would suggest to the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts that it has been the 
practice heretofore to clect a Chaplain. 1] t 
a proposition to obtain the services In a different 
way. My argument may be in favor of these res- 
olutions. 


Mr. HALL, of Massachusétts. It appears to 


sons in lieu of a Chaplain, but a distinctive prop- 
osition that the session shall be opened by prayer, 
and that certain persons should perform that 
service. I think there is nota word in reference 
to the chaplaincy in the resolutions. 

The SPEAKER. The resolutions of the gen- 
tleman from Alabama were intended to provide 
for the opening of the daily sessions of the House 
with prayer by clergymen of the city, in leu of 
a Chaplain, who has heretofore been elected. 
They are a substitute for the policy heretofore 
pursued by the House, and the Chair thinks that 
the remarks the gentleman is making are in order. 

Mr. EDIE. lL would inquire if the point raised 
by the gendeman from Massachusetts has not 
already been decided by the Chair? 

Mr. HALL, of Massachusetts. Well, I ob- 
ject to the further reading of that memorial, be- 
cause it relates to subjects other than the chap- 
laincy of this House. It discusses the chaplaincy 
of the Army and Navy and the constitutionality 
of all religious services in this House. 

Mr. EDIE. I call the gentleman to order. 
He is not stating his question of order, but argu- 
ing it. 

Mr. HALL, of Massachusetts. I am making 
a statement to show what my point of order is. 
The question before the House relates to open- 
ing our daily sessions with prayer, but the gen- 
tleman is reading a remonstrance which discusses 
the question of chaplaincy in the Army and 
Navy, and the propriety of any such officer under 
the General Government. Such discussion is not 
pertinent to this question. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would sustain 
the gentleman from Massachusetts upon the latter 
question of order which he raises, but the Chair’s 
attention was not called to any remark bearing 
upon the particular point to which the gentleman 
has referred. The Chair will observe the remarks 
of the gentleman from Tennessee a little more 


| attentively, and will enforce the rule when he 


perceives any remarks out of order. 

Mr. HALL, of Massachusetts. The gentleman 
has already violated the rules. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, then concluded the 
reading of the remonstrance, and proceeded to 
remark: All I have to say is, that the memorial 
which I have read to the House is but a copy of 
remonstrances sent to me from the States of Tili- 
nois, Connecticut, lowa, Virginia, Ohio, Maine, 
Missouri, Georgia, Texas, Arkansas, Pennsyl- 
vania, and Indiana, signed in all by upwards of 
three thousand five hundred citizens. — 

The remonstrances received from the several 
States, and the number of signatures to each re- 


| Spectively, are as follows: 


Iilinois—Abram Highland and 31 others, and 
William Hixon and 202 others. 

Connecticut—D. P. Coon and 70 others. 

lowa—Joseph Armstrong and 102 others; T. 
Miller and 32 others; and E. C. Boag and 23 





others. 
Virginia—James D. Craft and 263 others. 
Ohio—David Gander and 104 others; Samuel 


The resolutions make pro- | 


This is | 








| order to take a separate vote on each. 






December 16, 
Cleavinger and 34 others; Jonathan G. Ford ~ 
5 others; John Snoddy and 50 others: G “ 
W. Gander and 37 others; and John Gande; s 
and 50 others. or 
Maine—Joshua C. Hatch and 102 others. 
Missouri—Davis 8S. Woody and 247 Othere 
and A. M. Keele and 170 others. a 
Georgia—John W. Bowdoin and 149 others 
Texas—Charles H. Kinnard and 173 others 
Arkansas—J. M. Cartwright and 35 othos 
Thomas J. Bates and 49 others; and William 1 
Bates and 169 others. " 
Louisiana—Thomas Price and 50 others; ang 
H. L. Martin and 114 others. 
Pennsylvania—Reuben Card and 49 others: ang 
Burnell Lyman and 47 others. e 
Indiana—A. M, Westfalland 292 others; Josey) 
Allen and 56 others; James T. Drake and % 
others; William Abner and 149 others; Aljray, 
Chambers and 201 others; J. E. M. Swan and 
136 others; W. A. Long and 124 others; R. y 


| Beem and 55 others; and Charles Back and 94 


others. 
I believe that those who signed these memo. 
rials, in the main belong to that denomination of 


| Christians who concur 1n my opinions, and con» 
| nearer to primitive Christianity than any other 


I believe they are honest in their remonstraneg 
against what they consider an abuse, and tha 
they areentitled to be heard. 

In accordance with my promise to the gentleman 
from Alabama, I renew the demand for the pre. 
vious question. 

Mr. LETCHER. I hope the gentleman from 
Tennessee, with the consent of the gentleman 
from Alabama, will withdraw his demand for the 
previous question, and allow me to suggest ay 


| addition to the last resolution. 


Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee. If the gentlemay 
from Alabama consents, I have no objection. 

Mr. DOWDELL. I will withdraw it for q 
moment. 

Mr. LETCHER. I suggest that the gentle. 
man add, at the end of the second resolution, th: 
words ** without compensation.”’ 

Mr. DOWDELL. I accept the modification, 

Mr. FLORENCE. Isitin order to move that 
the resolutions be laid upon the table? 

The SPEAKER. Itis. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Is that motion debata- 
ble ? 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Iam for the old-fashioned 
practice, and move that the resolutions be laid 
upon the table. On that motion I demand the 
yeas and nays. _ 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The motion to lay upon the table was disagreed 
to. 

Mr. EDIE moved that the House adjourn; 
which motion was disagreed to. 

The call for the previous question was sec- 
onded, and the main question was ordered to be 
put. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. 


vision of the question. 


I ask for a di- 


I desire to vote for the 


| resolutions, but not for the preamble. 


The SPEAKER. The question will be first 
on the resolutions and then on the preamble. 

Mr. STANTON. There are two resolutions, 
and I want a separate vote on the one which asks 
the clergy of this city to perform service her 
every day for nothing. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the 
proposition is not divisible. 

Mr. AVERY. I suggest that the second res- 
olution be modified, so as to read, ** without com- 
pensation out of thenational Treasury.”’ 

The SPEAKER. Amendment is not in order, 
the main question having been ordered to be put. 
Mr. DEAN. I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. LEITER. lmive that the resolutions be 
laid upon the table. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 


| not agreed to. 


Mr. KELSEY. Does the Chair decide that 
separate vote cannot be taken on each resoluuon: 
he SPEAKER. The call for the previous 
question being sustained, it would hardly be 1” 
A division 


| might operate as an amendment. 


Mr. BOCOCK. I have not heard any gentle- 
man say that he was authorized to pledge tue 


— 
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. Ford and orey of this city to open the proceedings of this || ing been demanded, it is not in order to debate ] wards. I adhere to the demand for the previous 
TS; Geor, House every day, without compensation; and I | the pending question. question. 
wander, jr would inquire whether, if we pass these resolu- Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I believe Thad the || Mr. LEITER. I have a substitute I desire 

sons, and the clergy will not act under them, it || floor before the previous question was demanded. || to offer, and [ ask the gentleman from Georgia 
thers a not, nevertheless, be in order to proceed to The SPEAKER, The Chair does not so un- || to withdraw the demand for the previous ques- 
‘AT Others be lection of a Chaplain for this House, for the |} derstand it. | tion, that | may offer it, and then the call can be 

Thirty-Fifth Congress? I think that it will, and Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. Iask the gentleman | renewed. 
9 oth, rs, shall therefore vote for the resolutions, and give | from Georgia, then, to withdraw the demand for Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I will hear 
3 others, the plana trial. ; the previous question, that I may read a proposi- | the substitute read. . 
35° Othore. ” Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I think that we | tion whith was made to the last Congress by the The substitute was read as follows: 
| 


V illiam H o pay the ministers who officiate for us; I will renew the demand. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. On that con- 
dition 1 withdraw it. 


ought t clergy of this city. 
and | move to reconsider the vote by which the 
jain question was ordered. If that motion be | 


d to, 1 shall then move to strike out the | 


Resolved, That this House proceed to the election of a 
Chaplain for the Thirty- Fitth Congress. 


Pe ee, | Mr.SEWARD. object to this applying tl 
Mr. MORRIS, of Mlinois. | iu end = witha cael 1 it in fan es of | 7 
is as follows: ats e- r : —we _ pt 
‘«GENTLEMEN: The undersigned, ministers of the differ- || “CUA Members, 3 
entdenominations of Christians in Washington, respectfully Mr. LEITER. I offer the substitute for the 
submit to you the following statements and consequent pro- || purpose of having the sense of the House upon 


posal : F the questio y not propose to discuss it, b 
** During the long delay in the organization of the present || ere I do not propose & diecu Bp Dus 
: I deem it worthy the notice of the House. 


House of Representatives, several of our number were in- : SEES A Er ie an ; 
The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentle- 


vited to officiate in prayer at the opening of the daily ses- || 
man from Ohio cannot be entertained unless the 


thers; ang 
the affirmative. . ‘| sions. The suggestion was then made that the various 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If the motion to . ) 
Mr. | previous question be withdrawn. 


I 
agret 


rt Par The proposition 
is suggested by the gentleman from Virginia, 


thers; and “wore 
(Mr. Lercuer. 

tS; Joven) = aT DELL. 
€ and x3 reconsider be laid upon the table. . 

33 Abray The question was taken, and the motion was 
>wWan and disagreed to—sixty-eight members only voting in 
rs; R.M 
k and 94 


I move that the motion to | 


; d ; 1 diti IL i clergymen of the city might discharge this duty perma- 
reconsider be agreed to, in what condition will it || nently, in the place of a single Chaplain ; but doubt was - . ie heey BT 
nlace the resolutions? expressed as to the readiness of the ministers of Washing- ” : eee + ee I do not Ww ithdraw 
The SPEAKER. The Chair is of the opinion move so lny the emencment 06 the gaanite 
man from Georgia “eo the table. 


Se meme. ‘ 
ton to render such service. it. 

that it would bririg the main question before the | Mr. HUGHES 
: i . } us. 


NAatION of 
and COme 


“An expression on our part seeming, therefore, to be 
called for, we beg leave to state to you our conviction, that 


. } r : . . * > : . demand the yeas ays. 
AY Other House. That is according to the former practice || the established election of a Chaplain from abroad, by your | Mr. STEPHENS a and the yea and nays 
NStrance ¢ the House || honorable bodies, had its origin in a necessity now no _ Mr. 1 Wi sot ‘iio _4 rise ee 

oN ba T1 . . rer existing ; th: » plan i <d by many of State of or. : ay 
and thar Mr. HUGHES. The object of the motion to longer existing ; that the plan adopted by many of our State tion of order.. ill not the motion to lay upon 


Legislatures, of inviting neighboring pastors to act as their 
chaplains, thus removing all objection to the associating 
religious devotion with their deliberations, would retlect 
more eredit on Christian ministers, would conduce more || 
to their individual acceptableness and general usefulness 
among members of Congress and their families, and would 


| the table the amendment, carry with it the ori- 
ginal proposition ? 
The SPEAKER. That is the opinion of the 
Chair, unquestionably, if the motion prevails. 
Mr. HUGHES. ! will then withdraw the 


reconsider, if J understand it, is to get at the 
original proposition, sc as to strike out that por- 
tion which proposes to withhold compensation 
from the clergy who may officiate for us. The 
ventleman from Virginia [Mr. Bococx] has asked 


entlemay 
the pre- 


eases ST od eal 


1aN from in every Way promote the end had in view in the election 





‘ntleman Ge if there 1s any one here who is authorized to || of Chaplains. . | aan to 7 ‘ei ae Ss and allow a vote to 
dforthe ii pledge the clergy of this city to render this ser- oot ther oH wes ao tender our services, saoes - M ‘FLORENCE i ' i 
rrest an errs t compensation | to alternate in the wec y service of opening the two tlouses Nir. LINC By. move to ay the amend- 
SVS! an me vice W thou . ap eo ° . || with morning prayer, and in conducting Divine service on || ment upon the table. 

— Mr. FLORENCE, Iam compelled to rise to || Sabbath morning, with the distinct understanding that we || Mr. HUGHES. U that Ide Lthe ve 
ntleman me apoint of order. || decline receiving any remuneration for these services. ‘d r. - De pon tha emand the yeas 
i Coe ke — GEORGE W. SAMSON || and nays. 
on, a » SPEAKER, The question is not debat- Y ’ ak od 7. 
it the. | ae q BYRON he strest Baptist Church. i The yeas and a were refused. 

( ; ple. ’ ; ‘ N SUNDERLAND, Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. desire to kno 
' Mr. HUGHES. Is the motion to reconsider Pastor of First Presbyterian Church. M my = E = 5, — uaee. : di sire t¢ know, 

gentle. 4 not debatable ? JAS. R. ECKARD, i Ts ' pea e ’ Ww nat the part ular question is! 
ion,ths [= The SPEAKER. It is not while the House is | Pastor of Second Presbyterian Church. || The SPEAKER. It is the motion of the gen- 
P : oo Wie diakaetinl T. A. HASKELL, || tleman from Pennsylvania to lay upon the table 

< * acting under the operation of the previous ques- | Pastor of Western Presbyterian Church. ee ae ee ‘y eee 
ication. ME tion. P. D. GURLEY- || the amendment proposed by the gentleman from 


Georgia to the original proposition of the gentle- 
man from Alabama. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
entertain that proposition ? 
The SPEAKER. He did. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


ve that Mr. HUGHES. I hopeI shall be permitted | 
to answer the interregatory of the gentleman from | 
Virginia. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I must object to debate, 
unless it is to be general. 


The question being on the motion to reccnsider | 


Pastor of F street Presbyterian Church. 
GEO. HILDT, 

Pastor of McKendree Chapel, M. E. Church. 
GEO. D. CUMMINS, 

Rector Trinity Church. 
J.GEORGE BUTLER, 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 


Did the Chaig, 


debata- 7 


My recollection 








hioned the vote by which the main question was or- ” eee Christ Church. is, that I have never heard that motion made and 
be laid dered, | SAMUEL D. FINKEL, entertained by the House. I think it carries the 
nd the Mr. LETCHER demanded the yeas and nays. _ pastor German E. Church. || whole question with it, and that it is impossible 
The yeas and navs were not ordered. P. LIGHT WILSON, : to lay the amendment upon the table without 
dct - cf ; Pastor Methodist Protestant Church. carrying the original proposition with it. 
The vote was reconsidered; and the question “The above names represent eight denominations of TH, SPE AK E R Ore . 
agreed recurred on the demand for the previous question. || Christians.” Mr JONES. of ir nae ae ios item 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 1 move now As I remarked before, that proposition was |. ~*" Uri eeey © tn Cea ‘ gp Pm ae Ar 
journ; that the words ‘ without compensation ” be || made at the last Congress, and doubtless those || 18 NOt competent for the Chair to entertain the 
stricken out. ‘** The laborer is worthy of his || clergymen would be equally willing to do the same The SPE AKER. The Chair thinks tl 
8 sec- hire.” for this Congress. lideed, I am just now in- lis athe “h 7 will ee : id coe — 
to be The SPEAKER. The pending question, upon || formed that such a Pv position has been made to | akira ae ae 7 Ite Chel - e oe ce ot 
which the House must act before any amend- || the present Congress. The manner in which ots oneehas eae. ahs Ie. i ee Oia ees 
a di- ment will bein order, is upon the demand forthe Chaplains have heretofore been employed in this iol “ ere sh prevans, it carries the ori- 
or the previous question. | House has not only attracted the attention of its eT Bt pee ee ; aid table heats 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Gegrgia. I hope the || members, but that of the country at large. The The ort bo to lay ont - i . a aed a 
> first House will not second it. office has been sought for, and, indeed, I may say | h ng yon ell mal len seconded, an 
le. The SPEAKER. If the House vote down || it has been sought for for the money. It has | * The a Sesame ee oe ae aie c 
tions, the demand for the previous question, the amend- || assumed a semi-political cast. The services per- | ni se Se oa ‘fies at ted the ie oe = 
1 asks ment of the gentleman from Georgia will then be || formed under such circumstances will lose their wee saat ment onered by the gentieman from 
here in order. effect not only upon us, but upon the country ‘Me LEITER d ded tk i . 
The previous question was not seconded. | generally. Lam, therefore, in favor of the propo- The 2K 1 EN GComandec a vd ane nays. 
t the Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I now move || sition of the gentleman from Alabama. I think The oo and tie a hit ail tmaiiiiates 
to strike out the words ‘* without compensation;”’ || his the best mode. Let us try the plan. If it | \ i wo stion was ta en ao — ‘otto _— 
| res- -— ask the previous question. | fails to work well we can resort to the old plan yr ee ee eee : ws messed 
com- Mr. Morris, of Illinois. I intend, before re- || again. sachet tiiaaes iitbedineiaany metie ae een 
suming my seat, to submit a motion to lay the “I will not now stop to discuss the question. 1 | eraees Maen, padiisen Waiianuma buen Camanell’ 
rder, amendment of the gentleman from Georgia upon | have merely said what | have to justify my posi- | Case, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Horace F. Clark, John B. Clark, 
put. the table. But before doing so, I desire to reply || tion. Having done so, and having pledged my- || Clawson, Clay, Clingman, Clark B. Cochrane, ¢ ockeril 
8. to the interrogatory of the gentleman from Vir- || self to the honorable member from Georgia to || saa Budsds a6 Gleaytanah Glakio' ok Uomatenoun, tiaehe, 
ginia, [Mr. Bococx.] He asked whether the || renew the demand for the previous question upon || Dean, Dewart, Dick, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Edinundson, 
8 be clergymen of this city would be willing to offi- || his amendment, I will do so, avowing atthe same || Eustis, Fenton, Florence, Foster, Gillis, Gilman, Gilmer, 
ciate without compensation. || time that | shall vote against the amendment. | anes Sean nek ee ae ection ete 
was Mr. STANTON. I rise to a question of or- | Mr. CURTIS. Fearing that, from the remarks | Seesenl. Huylet, J. Giaacy Jones, Kellogg, Kelsey, Knapp, 
der. Is debate in order? of the gentleman from Indiana, the amendment || Leech, Leidy, Lovejoy, Maclay, McKibbin, Maynard, Mil- 
ata The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not. may be defeated, I ask the gentleman trom Geor- || ler, Millson, Morgan, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Freeman 
ion? Mr. STANTON. Then I object to it. __\| gia to give me an opportunity to express my | dag ~ Eggo ac ceatecinauae oe Se eee? 
ious Mr. HUGHES. I hope the gentleman will | views. Mehenios ‘Saree. Sandidge, Scales, Scott, Seward, John 
p an permit the proposition of the clergymen of this | Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I donot wish || Sherman, Samuel A. Smith, Stanton, Stephens, James A. 
lon city to be read to the House. They propose || to prolong the discussion. I trust the amendment || Stewart, George Taylor, Thayer, Thompson, Tompkins, 
themselves to perform this service without com- || will be adopted, and that if these gentlemen ten- | Walbridge, Walton, Ward, Viarren, Eittvu B. "Socal 
tle- pensation. || der their services they will be received, and the Israel Washburn, Watkins, Whiteley, Wilson, Wood, au 
the 


The SPEAKER. The previous question hav- 


. . : {| Wortendyke—119. 
| question of compensation be determined after- || 


NAYS — Messrs. Abbott, Anderson, Arnold, Atkins, 
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Avery, Bennett, Bishop, Boyce, Burnett, Caskie, Chap- 
man, Clemens, Cobb, John Cochrane, Cox, Crawford, 
Curry, Davidson, Davis of Indiana, Davis of Lowa, Dim- 
mick, Dowdell, English, Faulkner, Foley, Garnett, Gar 
trell, Giddings, Greenwood, Grege, Grow, Lawrence W. 
Hall, Harlan, Thomas L. Harris, Hickman, Hoard, Hous 
ton, Hughes, Jackson, Jenkins, Jeweu, George W. Jones, 
Owen Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kilgore, Jacob M. Kunkel, 
Lamar, Landy, Leiter, Letcher, McQueen, Humphrey 
Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Mason, Miles. Montgomery, 
Moore, Isaac N. Morris, Oliver A. Morse, Mott, Niblack, 
Nichols, Peyton, Phelps, Quitman, Reagan, Reilly, Ruffin, 
Rusecll, Savage, Searing, Aaron Shaw, Henry M. Shaw, 
Judson W. Sherman, Shorter, Sickles, Robert Smith, 
William Smith, Spinner, Stallworth, Stevenson, William 
Biewart, Talbot, Tappan, Miles Taylor, Wade, Waldron, 
Cadwalader C. Washburne, White, Winslow, Augustus R. 
Wright, John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—94. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I move that the entire 
proposition be laid upon the table. The propriety 
of this motion will strike every gentleman. The 
striking out of the words ‘* without compensa- 
tion,’’ will impose upon this House an expense 
probably of $10,000 per annum. Iam not, for 
one, disposed to encourage such extravagance. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
disagreed to. 

Mr. HUGHES. 
remarks. 


The SPEAKER. 


I desire to submit one or two 


Debate is not in order. 


will not be sent to him; and if he was to receive it, || 


Mr. FLORENCE demanded the yeas and nays | 


upon the adeption of the resolutions. 

Mr. DAViS, of Indiana, demanded tellers on 
the yeas and nays 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Davis of 
Indiana, and Comins were appointed. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered, the 
tellers having reported only twenty-five in the 
affirmative. 

The resolutions were adopted. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the resolutions were 
adopted; and also moved to lay the motion to 
reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the preamble 


be laid upon the table. It is totally unneces- 
sary. 


and nays. 
® The yeas and nays were not ordered. 


The question was taken; and the motion was 
not agreed to. 
The preamble was agreed to. 


DISTRIBUTION OF PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I offer the fol- 


lowing resolution in relation to the new members 
of the House: 


Resolveg, That all public documents, of which extra | 


copies were ordered to be printed for distribution, and which | 


bave not been delivered to the members then represent- || 


ing the respective districts under resolution of the last House 
of Representatives, shall now be delivered, by the officer 


respective districts in this House entitled to the same accord- 
ing to the rates of distribution established. 

Mr.QUITMAN. I suggest to my friend from 
Georgia that that resolution needs amendment. 
In some cases public documents consist of various 
natm bers or volumes, and it is possible they would 
in some instances be divided, and that new mem- 
bers would receive the latter volumes of a docu- 
ment of which the old members had distributed 
the earlier volumes. It seems to me that that 
ought, if possible, to be avoided. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, demanded the yeas 


i ; : 
| make one volume, or two at the outside, are being 


| time books ordered four, five, and six years ago, 
)and which it was supposed at the time would 


| cation. 


| three volumes have already been printed, that 


| the work, that will run up the cost of a single vol- || 
| ume to $200,000! 


having possession of the same, to the Representatives of the || 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. The old mem- || 


bers have no franking payee and an arrange- | 


ment is generally ma 
new members. 

Mr. QUITMAN. Suppose a document con- 
sists of several volumes, some of which have 
been published and distributed: the resolution of 
the gentleman from Georgia, in its present shape, 


e between them and the 


should go to the new members, thus separating 
the parts of the same document from each other. 
The SPEAKER. 
Mississippi propose an amendment? 
Mr. Qui MAN. No, sir; I merely throw 


out the suggestion. 
ter. lam not interested in it. 


_ Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. The frank- 
ing privilege of the old member being exhausted, 


Does the gentleman from || 


} 
| 
| 
' 


_ the immense amount of the printing for the last 


_ Congress—that the bill amounts to some two mil- 
| hon dollars. 


would provide that the volumes not yet delivered || has grown out of our action. 


have no franking privilege and they cannot dis- 


| will thus be avoided. 


| I believe that it is necessary, under the circum- 


what to the manner in which books are ordered 
to be printed, in order that some of the difficul- 


_ the subject of complaint, imposed upon it by the 
| enormous bills for printing. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


he could not frank it to those who have received 
the other volumes. This is the most convenient 
arrangement, and the new members of the House, 
I presume, will carry out the views of the old 
members in this respect, and distribute whatever 
odd volumes there may be here, to those to whom 
the other volumes have been distributed. But 
they will not be forwarded to the old members, | 
and even if they were, the cld members could || 
not frank them. This is exactly what was done 
at the last Congress. 

Mr. FLORENCE. This same difficulty oc- || 
curred two yearsago. There were instances—and | 
there probably may be now—in which members | 
of the last House had died; and what would 
have become of the documents that had’ been | 
voted to them unless some such provision as this | 
had been made? A resolution, I believe, pre- 
cisely similar to this, was adopted at the com- | 
mencement of the last Congress, and it seems to 
me to be due to the new members of the House |} 
that they should have the distribution of the doc- || 
uments that are now down in the document || 
room. | 

As has been forcibly said, the old members || 





tribute these documents. I regard myself, and I | 
believe members generally so regard themselves, | 
as a mere trustee for the proper distribution of 

these documents; and those of our constituents || 


in all probability write to their Representatives 
and get the odd volumes, and that difficulty || 
It seems to me that, inas- || 
much as it has been the practice, this resolution || 
ought in all fairness to be adopted. 

Mr. LETCHER. I do not propose to make 
any opposition to the adoption of this resolution. || 


stances, to have these books distributed. All | 
that | propose to do is to call attention some- 


ties under which members now labor may be 
avoided in future. It is notorious that at this 


written at this very hour in the city of Washing- 
ton, and are prepared year after year for publi- 
I understand, in regard to one work or- 
dered two or three sessions ago, and of which 


there are plates now preserved by the Secretary 
of the Interior upon which he is waiting the action | 
of Congress, and that it is proposed to color or 
stain them, and adopt other measures in connec- 
tion with the printing of an additional volume of 


That is the way in which this thing of book 
printing is going on. We order a book to be 
printed, without knowing what it is; and the em- 
ployés of the Government go on writing it from | 
year to year, making up a complete book accord- || 
ing to their own fancy of what it ought to be. | 
My idea is, that it is the duty of the House, be- 
fore they order the printing of any work, to have 
the work presented here, that it may be examined 
by a committee and its value ascertained; that it 
may have the sanction of this body before it is 
allowed to go to the Printer; and that the country | 
may be relieved from the immense expense, now 





We hear gentlemen talking all around about 





Well, who is to blame for it? It 
It is not the fault 


of the Printer, who was merely employed to ex- 


|| ecute our orders. 


I throw out these suggestions now, thus early 


| in the session, in order that the question may re- 
_ ceive consideration; and that we may, as it is 


I do not care about the mat- || proposed we should, and as we ought to do, re- 


service. 


Mr. TAYLOR, of New York. On comparin 


although he may have received, say the first and || the resolution of the gentleman from Georgia with 


third volumes of Commodore Perry's report, of 


which extra numbers were ordered, still, the sec- |} Congress, for the distribution of the documents || friend and colleague, that in the short space of 


that adopted at the commencement of the last 


ond volume being issued, it will lie over here; it || then in the folding-room, and which had not been 


| appears to me to 
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distributed to the members of the Thi 
Congress, I find that it is precisely the 
am informed by gentlemen upon my ri 
have they been directed by their prede 
distribute the documents to which their dist;\., 
are entitled; and yet, because a resolution like 
this has not been adopted, the superintendent wl : 
has charge of the documents declines to ddline, 
them to the new members, although they We 
been requested to distribute them to their cpp. 
stituents by their predecessors. This resolution 
) e, therefore, necessary, and | 
hope it will be agreed to. I call the previous 
question 
The previous question was seconded, and th 
main question ordered; and under the operatigy 
thereof, the resolution was agreed to. : 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, moved that the 
vote by which the resolution was adopted be ro. 
considered; and also moved that the motion tg 
reconsider be laid upon the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


THE NEW HALL. 


The SPEAKER iaid before the House the 
following communication from the Secretary of 
War: 


rty-Thirg 
Same, 

ght, that 
CESSOrs ty 


War Department, 
Wasuinaton, December 9, 1857, 
Sir: I have the honor to state that the engineer now in 
charge of the work, has reported to me that the Hall of the 
House of Representatives, and the rooms for the offices of 


' | the Clerk of the House, in the extension of the Capitol of 
| who have incomplete sets of any documents will || 


the United States, are ready for occupation. 

In communicating this information, I beg leave to say, 
that the rooms aforesaid are now at the disposal of the 
House. 


I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
JOHN B. FLOYD, 
Hon. James L. Orr, Speaker House of Representatives. 
The communication was referred to the select 
committee raised this morning. 


MISSION TO CHINA. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House the 


annual statement of fees for judicial services, re- 
ceipts and expenditures for 1856, of the United 
States Commissioner to China; which was or- 
dered to lie upon the table, and be printed. 
And then, on motion of Mr. BISHOP, the 
House (at half past two o’clogk, p. m.) adjourned 
until Monday next. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, December 14, 1857. 
Hon. R. W. Jounson, of Arkansas, appeared 
in his seat to-day. 
Prayer by Rev. Stepuen P. Hirt. 
The Journal of Thursday last was read and 


| approved. 


eEXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
Several messages of an executive character 


| were received from the President of the United 


States, by Mr. J. B. Henry, his Private Secre- 
tary. 

‘he PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate the fifth annual report of the Superintendent 
of the Public Printing; which was, on motion of 
Mr. Jonunson, ordered to lie on the table, and be 
printed. 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 
Mr. ALLEN. 


I submit the following resolu- 


| tion, and ask for its immediate consideration: 


Resolved, That the Senate will, on Wednesday next, at 
one o'clock, proceed to the appointment of the standing 
committees. 


Mr. WILSON. Asit is understood that Sen- 
ators are making up the list of committees, I am 
requested by my colleague [Mr. Sumner] to state 
that, owing to the condition of his health, he de- 
sires that he shall not be placed on any of the 
committees of the Senate. : 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 


DEATH OF SENATOR BUTLER. 


Mr. EVANS. Mr. President, when I entered 
this Hall, on the first day of this session, and 
looked around for the familiar faces of those from 


|| duce the expenditures of this branch of the public || whom I had parted at the close of the last, I was 


painfully impressed with the uncertainty of hu- 
man life, and the vanity of all human hopes and 
expectations. 

ittle did I imagine, when I parted from MY 


two months he would be numbered with the dead; 
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rthat I, who was ten years older than himself, {| best understood the excellence of his character. 
0 pate 


should stand here to-day to announce the melan- 

holy event. : : 

~ My deceased friend and colleague, the late An- 

ew P. BuTLer, was born in Edgefield district, 
aa State of South Carolina, on the 18th day 
if November, 1796, and was, at the time of his 
death, on the 25th of May last, in his sixty-first 
year’. 

} The cheerfulness of his temper and the buoy- 

ancy of his spirits might have indicated a more 

youthful age; but the extrerae and premature 
whiteness of his locks might well have passed 
him an older man. aN : 

His family came from Virginia, and settled in 
South Carolina before the Revolution. Few fam- 
iJies have been more distinguished in the annals 
of the State, or suffered more in the service of the 
country. General William Butler, the father of 
Judge Butter, served with distinction, asa o- 
tain, in the troops of the State, and in that bloody 
conflict and war of extermination waged between 
Whig and Tory toward the close of the Revolu- 
tion, the history of which, with all its bloody 
incidents, has never been written. He was sub- 
sequently a@ major general of militia, and a mem- 
ber of Congress from 1801 to 1814. He left a 
large family, of which my ¢eceased colleague was 
the last survivor. 

Judge Butter received the rudiments of his 
education in the best school in the upper part of 
his native State, and was graduated at the South 
Carolina College in 1817, with more than ordi- 
nary distinction. He devoted himself to the study 
of the law; and, in a very short time after he was 
called to the bar, his reputation for sound legal 
learning and forensic eloquence was such that his 
professional business was large and lucrative, not 
only in his circuit, but he was on several occa- 
sions called to distant districts to argue cases of 
great interest to the parties, and requiring the 
best legal talents of the State. 

When a very young man, he was elected a 
member of the State Legis!ature, where his tal- 
ents, his diligence, but, above all, the uprightness 
of his character, soon gave him a high position. 
Whilst a member of the State Senate he was, in 
1833, elected a circuit judge; and two years after- 
wards, on a change of the system, he became a 
judge of the court of appeals, the highest court 
of judicature in the State. In this court I sat 
side by side with him for ten years, and until he 
was elected to this honorable body. It was as a 
judge | knew him best, and in that character I 
feel that I can speak with confidence of his merits. 
To say of a judge that he was incorruptible, is 
butcommon praise. The breath of suspicion has 
never breathed on the character of a judge in 
my own State, nor elsewhere in this broad land, 
so faras | know. It was in the administration 
of the law that he illustrated that love of justice, 
the highest attribute of a good man, which sep- 
arates the case from the parties, and dispenses 
justice to all equally, to friend or to foe, without 
favor or partiality. Many of his legal opinions 
will be read with instruction in all time to come, 
and show very conclusively that his professional 
acquirements were of no ordinary character. 

_In 1846, he took his seat in the Senate of the 
U nited States, and has since been twice reélected 
without opposition. In politics he belonged to the 
old Republican or State-Rights party, and was 
what has been called a strict constructionist. He 
was loyal to the Constitution in all its express 
grants of power, and what was necessary to their 
execution; but he resisted that latitude of con- 
struction which he feared would, in the end, make 
this a Government of unlimited instead of limited 
powers. During all the time he was a member 
of the Senate, he acted a conspicuous part in all 
its deliberations. Fora large part of it he was 
the head of the JudiciaryCommittee, in all respects, 
perhaps, the most important of your committees, 
except that of Finance. In the discharge of this 
importantduty, he bore himself with great dignity 
and uprightness. In the decision of those exciting 
questions which grow out of contested elections, 
where party feelings are so apt to mislead honest 
minds, I think I may say that the love of right, 

cause It was right, was the pillar of light by 
Which he was guided. The triumph of part 
was of no consideration with him, where trut 
and the Constitution were on the other side. 

Those with whom he lived in social intercourse 





| It was there that the kindness of his feelings, the 
| benevolence of his heart, and the hilarity of his 
| temper, shone out in all their beauty. 

Asa parliamentary speaker his style was plain, 


| logical, and unadorned; his manner temperate but | 


earnest, showing the deep convictions of his un- 


to a high order of eloquence. 

As a scholar his attainments were respectable; 
| #8 much so as was compatible with a life spent 
in the laborious duties of an attorney, a judge, 
and a statesman. Such, sir, was ANpREw P. 
Butrer. Surely the death of such a man is a 
| public loss. 
abroad, there was one universal wail from the 
center to the utmost border of his State; and I 
have reason to believe that the feeling of regret 
was not less intense throughout the broad ex- 
panse of these United States. 

I therefore beg leave, Mr. President, to submit 
the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the members of the Senate, from a sin- 
| cere desire of showing every mark of respect due to the 
memory of the Hon. ANDREW P. BuTLer, deceased, late a 
| Senator from the State of South Carolina, will go into 
| mourning by wearing crape on the left arm for thirty days. 
| Resolved, That as an additional mark of respect for the 
| memory of the Hon. ANDREW P. Butter, the Senate do 
| now adjourn. 


Ordered, That the Secretary communicate these resolu- 
| tions to the House of Representatives. 


Mr. MASON. In rising to second the resolu- 
tions, I can add nothing, Mr. President, to the 
eloquent and able tribute just rendered by the 


| 
| 
| 
} 





memory of his late colleague. It is more to in- 
dulge my own feelings of deep and sincere sym- 


ope that I may contribute even one poor leaf 
to the garlands around his tomb, that I ask the 
indulgence of the Senate for a brief moment in 
| these sad ceremonials. 





deceased colleague, ANDREW Pickens BuTLer, 
on terms of more intimate association than most 
Senators now around me. 
the Senate in December, 1846, and I followed 
him in January, 1847. Educated in the same 


itical circles here, habits of association were 
formed which, for the ten years that followed our 
entrance into the Senate, and until his death, 
found us under a common roof, at a common 
hearth, and sharing a common board. Our in- 
| tercourse and association were in every sense fra- 


in common with you. 
Pickens and Butler united in him, mark the 
noble and gallant race from which he sprung; and 


transmitting both names tothem without spot or 
blemish, as he had received them. Bayard like, 





out reproach.”’ t 
fears no contact, he mingled gracefully and gra- 
ciously in the walks of life, alike@vith the most 


ressed by the one, loved apd trusted by all. Thus, 
while the genial flow of a generous and sympathiz- 


lofty and unbending pens! Qype purpose, and 
unswerving honor, assured to him the respect 


sphere. Distrust and suspicion were at once dis- 
armed at his presence. Wherever else they might 
be found, there was no such atmosphere around 
him. 

In forensic warfare, whether as friend or foe, 
all will bear witness alike to the true nobility of 
his nature. Bold, ardent, daring, and at times 
_almost merciless when he teas in battle, yet 
there was no venom in any shaft that sped from 
his bow; and when the fight was done, his ready 
hand was equally extended, on whichsoever side 
victory might declare itself. 

He was anefficient debater; more prone to, and 
perhaps more skilled in, attack than defense. 

The rich and fertile resources of a well-stored 
mind proved that he was habitually a student; 
and their skillful and sagacious use evinced that 
| nothing rusted in his intellectual armory, but, by 
thought and meditation, was kept polished and 
' on edge. 





derstanding, and occasionally, when excited, rose | 
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Indeed, with him, the faculties of observation 
and meditation seemed more happily combined 
than it has been my lot to witness with other 
men. And then, nature, in its bounties, had 
added that great CREATIVE Power which is the 
unerring mark, as itis the first instinct, of genius. 
His mind, in debate, seemed almost to overflow 
in the rapidity of its suggestions; and yet there 
was realized in him that rare faculty of excel- 
lence which the ancients ascribed to the Grecian 
painter, Timanthes, of whom it was said: ** In- 


| telligitur plus semper, quam pingitur.”’ 


| 


When the news of his death went | 





| venerable Senator from South Carolina to the | 


It was my good fortune to have known our | 


He took his seat in | 


olitical school, and thus drawn together in po- | 


ternal. And you, Senators, who knew him best, | 
will best appreciate the loss I am called to mourn | 





he sealed in death a duty to his descendants, by i 


| he bore them through life ‘‘without fear, and witb- | 
With that hardy morality which | 
|| the utterance of a few and simple words, appro- 


humble and the most exalted; honored and ca- | 
ing spirit attracted to him all classes in life, his | 


and unstinted confidence of all coming within his | 


As a Senator, you will all bear witness that, 
whatever differences arose amongst us in the 
rivalries and contentions of political life, whatever 
op he bore in them, was always distinguished 

y candor, loyalty, and good faith. 

In the organization of this body, he held for 
many years, and until death closed forever the 
scenes of this world, the chair of that committee 
| which stands as the law adviser of the Senate, 
| but the duties of which are frequently compli- 
cated with en questions, involving the suc- 
| cess or defeat of political parties. ho can 
| forget how confidently and freely a minority was 
ever ready to commit all such questions to that 


‘| committee, and how well that confidence was 


justified by its able, upright, and impartial de- 
cisions? he scales were held even, by a firm 
and resolute hand, however bitterness, prejudice, 
or distrust, might seek to disturb the balance. 
Born, nurtured, and reared, in one of the most 


|| gallant States of the ** Old Thirteen,’’ he loved and 


venerated her fame with instincts that were truly 
filial; and as a child would defend a parent from 
insult or wrong, you have marked his form dilate, 


|| and his eye kindle and flash defiance, whenever 
| pathy withethose who survive than from any | L } € 3 
f | His devotion and his first duty were to South 


called to vindicate the fame or honor of his State. 


| Carolina; yet, on the broader theater of acommon 
| country, embracing all the States, his views were 
| liberal, catholic, and fair; giyng to each section 
its just and full share in whatever benefits or ad- 
| vantages flowed from a common Government. 
There his public service was directed with a 
| single eye to the public good. 
| Ihave thus attempted, Mr. President, feebly to 
| portray the Senator arid the statesman as he stood 
confessed before the country. But it was in the 
social and domestic circle—in paths not opened 
|to the common view, that the richest gifts of 
| nature to man, the latent virtues of the heart, 
shone with a luster all their own. There was 
not an impulse there that was not generous, ge- 
nial, and confiding. He sympathized with his 
race, and his whole race. If it was his fortune 
at some time ‘* debellare superbos,’’ that more 
grateful emotion was ever his, ‘ parcere victis.’” 
But I should not detain you cheer with this 
oor memorial of the gallant dead. He sleeps 
bonsai the soil of his own loved Carolina, 
amidst those who loved and honored him in life, 
and who received his last sigh in death. 


Mr. PUGH. 


Mr. President and Senators, in 


priate on this occasion, I shall not admonish you 
with reference to the public services, or the pub- 
lic character of our departed and illustrious asso- 
| ciate. He was, in truth, 
—‘‘a man from whose example, 
| As from a compass, we may steer our fortunes, 
| 


Our action, and our age, and safe arrive at 
A memory that shall become our ashes.’’ 


But this all know: this would seem to be the 
| share which all have, alike, in the memorial of 
|| his life and achievements. I shall speak of him as 
| he was known to us, and to those whom he hon- 
| ored with his acquaintance. 
| When the Senate assembled one week ago, 





| pursuant to the requirements of the Constitution, 

three vacant places were found in our midst. 
|The experienced and venerable Senator (Mr. 
Rusk] whom we selected to fill the chair at the 
‘last hour of.the preceding session, and whose 
| manly accents pronounced our separation; the 
| modest, amiable, and accomplished Senator from 
'New Hampshire, (Mr. Bett,] with whom sev- 
‘eral of us had just concluded the first stage of 
our allotted service here—the virtues of these, 
/many as their virtues were, will be celebrated by 
| other and more eloquent voices than mine. But 
| the third place—oh, sir, that hardly seems vacant. 
‘He has not come as yet to our session; but so 
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vivid are his countenance and his image in our 
o familiar the tones of his voice to 


recoliection-~ 
the eat o close in our hearts the pressure of 
his genial, bright, noble affection—that we rather 


expect him, upon the instant, again to enter those 


portals, once more to be with us and of us, than 
assure ourselves that he has gone, forever, to the 


port iis of ae atn. 

W hatever the vacancy here, Mr. President and 
Senators, there is none in our memories, or in 
W here only pure remembrance dwells; 


holiest of our 


our love. 
where the 


atlections, Our sympa- 
thies, our hopes, are 


rathered; where the con- 
ind mean ambitions of the hour can- 
not intrude;—in that sacred chamber, with all the 
expressive figure still 
abides, the benignant eyes are beaming on us, 
and the t ‘almost heard. He has 
gone from the bitterness which often, too often, 
distracts 
the kind words of another time, the constant and 
indispensable act 


troversics 
freshness of his life, an 


nder voice is 


our counsel 


ot courtesy, forbearance, and 
personal regard, even the tried friendships and 
the experience of troubles and danger in common. 
He is beyond all that could alienate him from us. 
‘The past will never be obliterated. He is our 
friend, and we are his friends, until together (as 
l hope) im happier circumstances, in a blessed 
sphere, spirit with spirit unobstructed can ever- 
lasting communion hold. 

Let us mourn for him. 


not The measure of 


daily cares and toils, of continual annoyance, of 


perplexity, misfortune, and sorrow—he has filled 
that, and with that, has filled the measure of his 
fame. Lie hasobtainedatlength,as well as earned, 
a discharge from the service of his grateful coun- 
try; and now retire 
In the fragrance of that 
through which, from on high, 
Eridanus rolls its copious flood—in 
the company of those who, in all past time, by 
wounds sustained in the public defi nse, by lives of 
purity and just example, by 
pious ends, by the invention of useful arts and 
other deeds worthy to be remembered, have won 
the snow-white fillet—his temples are crowned 
with eternal felicity and honor. 


age, to Its enjoyment. 
grove of laurels 


the ancient 


* Conepicit, ecce, alios dextra, levaque per herbam, 
Vescentes, hetumque choro Prana canentes, 
Juter odoratum laun nemus: unde superne 
Plurimus Erid yivam volvitur amnis 
Hie Manus, ob patriam pugnando vulnera passi, 


bi) per 


Quique sacerdotes casti, dum vita mancbat, 
Qluique pu vates, et Phaebo digna locutt : 
lnventas aut qui Vitam excoluere per arte 


’ 


Quique sul memores alios fecere merendo 


Omnibus his nivea cinguntur lempora vitta.”’ 
For ourst Iw S 
have 


, Mr. President and Senators, to 


been his associates, to have learned 


the 
beauty of his character and his disposition—such 
anadvantage does not happen to all, nor oftentimes 
to any man. Itis forus to make the most of this; 
and, by this, to improve the tenor of our conduct 
and conversation—exalting to more lofty purpose 
the acuions, the endeavors, the hopes of a lifetime, 
We shall thus derive from the inspiration of our 
departed associate that lesson he would most have 
di sir d to tear ihe 


ample to our children and our countrymen, 


Mr. CLAY. Mr. 


President, four vears aro 


3, Silently, in the ripeness of 


, which causes us to forget | 


genius devoted to | 


and thus, like him, finish our | 
days on earth with the glory of a complete ex- | 


this day, immediately after taking the official oath | 


and my seat on this floor, 1 was approached bya 
man whose silvery locks contrasted strangely 
with his youthful gait and manner, who, intro- 


ducing himself, saluted me with cordiality and | 


kindness, as prepossessing as it was generous. 
That man was Annrew Pickens Butier, then a 
Senator from South Carolina. The pleasantim- 
pressions of his first salutation were deepened 
by intimate intercourse during the two last Con- 
gresses, and can never be effaced from my mem- 
ory. He was my pleasant companion, my 
cherished friend, my respected counselor! [feel 
it due to our relations while he lived, to publicly 
tender to his memory the homage df my esteem 
and affection now that he is dead! 
ing colleague, who knew him longer and better, 


His surviv- | 


has rehearsed the story of his hfe, and portrayed | 


him in public and private relations, in which I 
knew him only by reputation. 1 shall endeavor 
to sketch a few salient points of his character, as 


they appeared to me in this Chamber and in pri- 
vate circles, 


| the period of our 


Judge Burier was gifted with a rare genius, 


Heexhibited, in debate, the independence and free- 
dom, the originality and eccentricity of a mind not 
fettered by rules, or addicted to following straight 
or beaten paths, but indulging in modes of thought 
and expression both peculiar and extraordinary. 
He seemed to labor less in conceiving than in ex- 
pressing his ideas. His thoughts outran his 
words, causing him sometimes to halt and stam- 
mer in his articulation, notwithstanding his copi- 
ousness of imagery and vivacity of diction. His 
occasional and extemporaneous efforts were more 
felicitous and pleasing than those which were 
carefully prepared—if, indeed, he ever made care- 
ful preparation. 

His style of oratory was rarely logical or argu- 
mentative, but often brilliant and eloquent. Al- 
though his mind was disciplined by a collegiate 
education and the severe studies of the legal pro- 
fession—which he is reputed to. have adorned both 
as a lawyer and a judge—yet I do not think he 
excelled in parliamentary dialectics. He was not 
a methodical thinker or syllogistic reasoner. He 
did not develop his conelusions by systematic 
gradations of analysis or synthesis. He did not 
elaborate them by regular concatenations of facts 
or of arguments. He did not persuade or con- 
vince the judgment by the judicious marshaling 
of his facts, or by the concerted and concentrated 
progression of his argument; but he enchained 
the attention and captivated the judgment by sud- 
den sallies of wit, by humorous raillery, by strik- 
ing metaphors, by apposite aphorisms, by bold 
denunciations, and by soul-stirring eloquence. 
‘* He spoke what he thought, and as he thought 
it,” inarambling manner; now pausing in paren- 
thesis; now abruptly rising from the level of nar- 
ration to the higher flights of oratory, and again 
suddenly descending; now dashing of into a bril- 
liant episode, and then hastily returning to his 
subject. ‘Though swift in pursuit of his object, 
he was quick in turning from it. Like those ani- 
mals that seize their prey by a single leap, instead 
of after a long chase, he often achieved his tri- 
umphs by one stroke of trenchant satire or a 
single volley of ridicule; by one arrow from his 
exhaustless armory, barbed with an epigram or 
an aphorism, or a single burst of burning words 
or vehement indignation. His manner, on such 
occasions, Sharpened the point and added to the 
force of his projectiles. It was peculiar, inim- 
itable, and indescribable. 

Good sense, sincerity, and wit, were the promi- 
nent traits of his addresses. He seized on leading 
facts or great truths and urged them with energy 
and brevity. He quickly detected the fallacies 
of his adversary, and exposed them by concise 
criticism instead of elaborate argument. His ef- 
forts, generally, evinced but little labor and less 
art. ‘They were the spontaneous effusions of his 
ardent nature. They came native from his heart 
and impelled the hearts of others with communi- 
cated power. His hearers were impressed with 
his thorough conviction, his intense interest, 
and his strong passion of his subject. 

His wit was ready and versatile, playful and 
pungent, happy and harmless,and never produced 
a painful or rankling wound. It generally de- 
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: 7 ; , had 
a lively recollection, particularly of the scenes; 
South Carolina, and of the valorous and patriotic 
deeds of her sons and daughters. He spoke 9 
them with a just pride of family and of Stay 
dwelling with enthusiastic admiration upon y we 
he termed ‘the hardy virtues of our ances. 
ors.”’ vs 

He often rehearsed with tearfuleyes and mou. 
ful words the admonitions of his noble and geny), 
mother, who had impressed his mind with y.. 
ligious truths which neither time nor secular 


Pe af 
€ of 


_ pursuits had effaced. He had gathered up anq 


treasured the golden sentiments of that pious 
woman with a sort of idolatry like that with 
which certain religioniats regard their holy relies 
Indeed, he reverenced her as something morn 
than mortal—as ‘*the connecting link between 
woman and angel.’’ 

His manhood was marked by many and yp. 
usual domestic afflictions—in the loss of al] his 
near lineal and collateral relations save an only 
dauchter—which cast a shadow on his path way 
and tinged with sadness the usual current of hj 
reflections. In familiar conversations he oftey 
alluded to these bereavements with the touchine 
tenderness of an elegiac poet, or with the impres. 
sive seriousness of a philosopher, who had ex. 
perienced the sad vicissitudes of human life and 


| the utter emptiness of human enjoyments. The 


struggle between the native buoyancy and super. 


| venient heaviness of his heart was like that bo. 


tween the sunshine and the cloud. His mind 
seemed perpetually oscillating between joy and 
sadness—from ‘grave to gay, from lively to 
severe.”? 

Judge ButLer was a man of ‘ hich thought 
seated in a heart of courtesy,’’ although he some- 
times had an odd, blunt way that might have been 
mistaken for ill-nature or rudeness by strangers, 
He scorned everything mean, or unworthy the 
true nobility of manhood. He was incapable of 
the selfish intrigues of the mere politician, or the 
vile traffic of the placeman. His mind revolved 
upon the axis of Truth, and he was what he 
seemed to be. . His manners were marked by sin- 
plicity; his language, in his serious moods, by 
directness; his intercourse with the world by 
frankness and sincerity. 

He was, I believe, universally esteemed a true 
friend and magnanimous foe, a zealous patriot 
and sagacious statesman. He loved the gallant 
State which he represented with the devotion of 
filial piety, and was ever ready to advoeate her 


| rights or defend her honor, and to pledge his for- 


tune or peril his life in their support. He loved 
the union of the Constitution only less than South 
Carolina, notwithstanding he often dwelt with 
bitterness upon the wrongs which he believed 
had been done his own section, in violation of 
rights reserved or guarantied by that sacred in- 


; Strument. 


lighted even its victims, and was often most sal- || 


utary when most sharpe Who does not remem- 


ber more than one occasion when it burst like | 


grateful sunshine through the angry clouds of 


sectional or party strife that enshrouded this | 


Chamber, irradiating it with the genial light of 
Joyousness and peace ! 

But it was in the private circles of society that 
the qualities of the man were most attractive and 
fascinating. It was in the midst of his friends, 
around the festive board, or the family hearth- 
stone, thatthe wealth of histhoughtsand his affec- 
tions was freely lavished. There he best dis- 
layed his genial humor, his sparkling wit, his 
uXuriant imagination, his strong common sense, 


his exquisite sensibilities, his tender pathos, his | 


generous and benevolent spirit. 
hibited, in striking antithesis, the cool wisdom of 
age with tne fresh and fervid feelings of youth, 
so singularly typefied in his hoary head and im- 
passioned manner —like Hecla, crowned with 
snow, while undying fires burn within its bosom. 


life. 


He there ex- |) 


** When I was a boy’’ was the poetry of his || 
He loved to repeat the reminiscences of 


That he had faults and committed errors, none 
will deny; but they were suchas commonly be- 
long to men of warm imaginations or strong social 
sympathies, and were like mists exhaling from 
summer streams, whieh obscure their beauties 
without defiling their waters. In contemplating 
such acharacter, every generous mind is inclined 
to excuse some defects, in consideration of the 
general symmetry of its imposing proportions. 

It is no exaggeration of his merits, or dispat- 
agement of his successors, to say that his vacant 
chair can never be filled. No learning, however 
extensive; no talents, however superior; no genius, 


| however great; no social! virtues, however ami- 


able, will ever be found in combination so strange 
and striking, so felicitous and fascinating, as in 
g : el ” 
our late beloved and gifted friend—rare Judge But- 
! 
LER! 


Mr. CAMERON. Icannot permit the preserit 


| melancholy occasion to pass without adding my 


earnest tribute to the memory of the deceased, and 
attempting to express the profound sorrow I feel, 
in common with all who knew bim, at the prov!- 


| dential dispensation by which he has been re- 


moved from our midst, never to return. | 
During my former senatorial term, circum- 
stances brought me into intimate relations with 
Judge Burver, which continued down to the close 
of hisearthly career. I admired him for the high 


‘the morn and a dew of life,’’ especially of || qualities of his mind, and loved him for the sim- 


ast war with Great 


ritain, of |! ple, childlike purity of his heart. 
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1857. : 
foarless sincerity, his noble bearing, his 
of character, his surpassing eloquence, and 
ted patriotism, were the theme of admir- 
is: while his rich store of humor, his fine 
sion, and his wide range of legal and con- 
- onal knowledge, made him both acommand- 
S nator and a universal favorite in the social 





His 
x 


' 


His m : ; 
yal prejudice or local sentiment. Deeply im- 
_d with the spirit of law and justice, bis impar- 
‘wdement was swayed only by the dictates of 
‘or and duty. 
“ Whilst hisgreat mental powers were naturally 
voted to his own native State, he loved the 
hole Union, and was emphatically a Senator 
; longing and endeared to the whole country, 


| 


ind was lifted far above the level of sec- 


auxiously watching every opportunity to promote | 


us welfare and to exalt its position among the 
nations of the world. 


“He has left us in the strength of his manhood, 


end in the midst of his usefulness; but— 


‘Is it not better to die willingly 
Than linger till the glass be all outrun ?”? 
The resolutions were unanimously adopted; 
and the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, December 14, 1857. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
The Journal of Thursday last was read and ap- 
proved. 
QUALIFICATION OF A MEMBER. 
Hon. Samvuet H. Woopson, a Representative 
from the State of Missouri, appeared and took 


the oath to support the Constitution of the United 
S| 





STANDING COMMITTEES. 
The Speaker announced the following standing 


committees of the House for the first session of | 


the Thirty-Fifth Congress: 


Committee of Elections-~Thomas L. Harris of | 


lilincis, William W. Boyce of South Carolina, 
Israel Washburn of Maine, John W. Stevenson 
of Kentucky, Ezra Clark of Connecticut, Henry 


M. Phillips of Pennsylvania, John A. Gilmer of || 
North Carolina, Lucius Q. C, Lamar of Missis- || 


sippi, and James Wilson of Indiana. 
Of Ways and Means—J. Glancy Jones of Penn- 


sylvania, John S. Phelps of Missouri, Nathaniel | 


P. Banks of Massachusetts, John Letcher of Vir- 
ginia, Lewis D. Campbeli of Ohio, H. Winter 
Davis of Maryland, John Kelly of New York, 
William A. Howard of Michigan, and James F. 
Dowdell of Alabama. 

On Claims—Samuel S. Marshall of Illinois, 
Muscoe R. H. Garnett of Virginia, Joshua R. 
Giddings of Ohio, Thomas G. Davidson of Lou- 
isiana, John C. Kunkel of Pennsylvania, Syden- 
ham Moore of Alabama, Henry C. Goodwin of 
New York, Samuel Arnold of Connecticut, and 
Horace Maynard of Tennessee. 

On Commerce—John Cochrane of New York, 
John S. Millson of Virginia, Ellihu B. Wash- 
burne of Llinois, W. Porcher Miles of South 
Carolina, Edward Wade of Ohio, James A. Stall- 


worth of Alabama, George Eustis of Louisiana, | 


James Landy of Pennsylvania, and Linus B. 
vomins of Massachusetts. 


On Public Lands—Williamson R. W. Cobb of 


Alabama, John McQueen of South Carolina, | 


Henry Bennett of New York, John G. Davis of 


Indiana, David S. Walbridge of Michigan, Thom- |) mont, and William S. Groesbeck of Ohio. 


as Ruffin of North Carolina, Joshua Hill of Geor- 
gia, William Montgomery of Pennsylvania, and 
Joseph C. McKibbin of California. 


On the Post Office and Post Roads—William H. | 


English of Ind 


Tea iana, Paulus Powell of Virginia, 
vun 


M. Wood of Maine, Charles L. Scott of 


California, Valentine B. Horton of Ohio, Timo- || 


thy Davi 
ti 


s of lowa, James Craig of Missouri, 
uben Davis _ 
Atkins of Tennessee. 
_ for the District of Columbia—William O. Goode 
° virginia, Thomas F. Bowie of Maryland, Ed- 
ward Dodd of New York, Henry C. Burnett of 
en Edward Joy Morris of Pennsylvania, 
cugustus R. Wright of Georgia, Sidney Dean of 
“nnecticut, Alfred M. Scales of North Carolina, 
and Elijah Ward of New York. 


On the Judiciary—George S. Hquston of Ala- 


of Mississippi, and John D. C. | 
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bama, John S. Caskie of Virginia, Mason W. 


Tappan of New Hampshire, Burton Craige of 
North Carolina, Charles Billinghurst of Wiscon- 
sin, Miles Taylor of Louisiana, Charles Ready 
of Tennessee, Henry Chapman of Pennsylvania, 
and Horace F. Clark of New York. 

On Revolutionary Claims—Samuel S. Cox of 
Ohio, George Tavlor of New York, Isaiah D. 
Clawson of New Jersey, Aaron H. Cragin of 
New Hampshire, James Jackson of Georgia, 
Owen Lovejoy of lilinois, Jabez L. M. Curry 
of Alabama, Henry L. Dawes of Massachusetts, 
and Jacob M. Kunkel of Maryland. 

On Public Expenditures—John M. Elliott of 
Kentucky, Henry A. Edmundson of Virginia, 
John Covode of Pennsylvania, Jacob R. Wort- 
endyke of New Jersey, Join M. Parker of New 
York, Joseph R. Cockerill of Ohio, William Kel- 
logg of Illinois, James M. Gregg of Indiana, and 
E. P. Walton of Vermont. 

On Private Land Claims—John M. Sandidge of 
Louisiana, Joseph C. McKibbin of California, 
Aaron Harlan of Ohio, George S. Hawkins of 
Florida, Cadwalader C. Washburne of Wiscon- 
sin, Francis P. Blair of Missouri, Reuben E. Fen- 
ton of New York, Charles J. Gilman of Maine, 
and William ‘T. Avery of Tennessee. 

On Manufactures—W illiam D. Bishop of Con- 
necticut, Albert G. Watkins of Tennessee, Phil- 
emon Bliss of Ohio, Sherrard Clemens of Vir- 
ginia, Nathaniel B. Durfee of Rhode Island, John 
A. Ahl of Pennsylvania, James B. Ricaud of 
Maryland, Henry M. Shaw of North Carolina, 
and Stephen C. Foster of Maine. 

Committee on Agriculture—W illiam G. White- 
ley of Delaware, Lawrence W. Hall of Ohio, 
William H. Kelsey of New York, Guy M. 
3ryan of Texas, Justin S. Morrill of Vermont, 
John Huyler of New Jersey, Richard Mott of 
Ohio, James B. Foley of Indiana, and James 8. 
| Gillis of Pennsylvania. 

Committee on Indian Affairs—Alfred B. Green- 
wood of Arkansas, Charles S. Scott of Califor- 
nia, Benjamin F. Leiter of Ohio, John H. Reagan 
of Texas, Samuel H. Woodson of Missouri, Eli 
S. Shorter of Alabama, Silas M. Burroughs of 
New York, Schuyler Colfax of Indiana, and 
William F. Russell of New York. 

On Military Affairs—John A. Quitman of Mis- 
sissippi, Charles J. Faulkner of Virginia, Hum- 
| phrey Marshall of Kentucky, John H. Savage 
\| of ‘Tennessee, 3enjamin Stanton of Ohio, Mil- 
ledge L. Bonham of South Carolina, Samuel R. 
Curtis of lowa, George H. Pendleton of Ohio, 
and James Buffinton of Massachusetts. 
|| On the Militia—Israel T. Hatch of New York, 

Albert G. Watkins of Tennessee, Anthony E. 
Roberts of Pennsylvania, Thomas F, Bowie of 
Maryland, Cydnor B. Tompkins of Ohio, Edward 
A. Warren of Arkansas, Aaron Shaw of Illinois, 
Albert G. Jenkins of Virginia, and Eli Thayer of 
| Massachusetts. 

On Naval Affairp—Thomas S. Bocock of Vir- 
ginia, Thomas B. Florence of Pennsylvania, Tim- 
othy Davis of Massachusetts, Warren Winslow 
\| of North Carolina, Erastus Corning of New York, 
John Sherman of Ohio, James L. Seward of Geor- 
gia, Freeman H. Morse of New York,and George 
S. Hawkins of Florida. 


or 
S 


North Carolina, George W. Hopkins of Virginia, 
Anson Burlingame of Massachusetts, James B. 
|| Clay of Kentucky, David Ritchie of Pennsylva- 

nia, William Barksdale of Mississippi, Daniel E. 
| Sickles of New York, Homer E. Royce of Ver- 


On Territories—Alexander H. Stephens of Geor- 
gia, William Smith of Virginia, Galusha A. Grow 
of Pennsylvania, Lawrence O’B. Branch of North 
Carolina, Amos P. Granger of New York, James 
Huches of Indiana, Felix K. Zollicoffer of Ten- 
| nessee, Chauncey L. Knapp of Massachusetts, 
and-John B. Clark of Missouri. 
| On Revolutionary Pensions—John Hickman of 

Pennsylvania, John A. Searing of New York, 
Robert B. Hall of Massachusetts, John V. 
Wright of Tennessee, John M. Parker of New 
York, Henry M. Shaw of North Carolina, Nehe- 
miah Abbott of Maine, Sherrard Clemens of 
Virginia, and John F. Potter of Wisconsin. 

On Invalid Pensions—Joshua H. Jewett of Ken- 
tucky, Thomas B. Florence of Pennsylvania, 
George R. Robbins of New Jersey, John H. 

|| Savage of Tennessee, Calvin C. Chatfee of Mas- 


On Foreign Affairs—Thomas L. Clingman of 
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sachusetts, Joseph 3urns of Ohio, Thomas L. 
Anderson of Missouri, Oliver A. Morse of New 
York, and Charles Case of Indiana. 

On Roads and Canals—George W. Jones of 
Tenne ssee, Albert G. Talbott of Kentuck v, Wii- 
liam S. Damrell of Massachusetts, Martin J. 
Crawford of Georgia, Samuel G. Andrews of 
New York, Edward A. Warren of Arkansas, 
Isaac N. Morris of Llinois, John Thompson of 
New York, and Paul Leidy of Pennsylvania. 

On Putents—James A. Stewart of Maryland, 
William B. Maclay of New York, Wilson Reilly 
of Pennsylvania, John R. Edie of Pennsylvania 
and William D. Brayton of Rhode Island. 

On Public Buildings and Grounds—Lawrence 
M. Keitt of South Carolina, Samuel O. Peyton 
of Kentucky, Edwin B. Morgan of New York, 
Lawrence W. Hall of Ohio, and Samuel A. Pur- 
viance of Pennsylvania. 

On Revisal and Unfinished Business—William 
L. Dewart of Pennsylvania, Joseph Miller of 
Ohio, De Witt C. Leech of Michigan, Guy M. 
Bryanof Texas, and Judson W.Shermanof New 
York. 

On Accounts—John C. Mason of Kentucky, 
John Dick of Pennsylvania, Thomas Ruffin of 
North Carolina, John A. Searing of New York, 
and Francis E. Spinner of New York. 

On Mileage—Robert Smith of Illinois, Ambrose 
S. Murray of New York, William E. Niblack of 
Indiana, J. Morrison Harris of Maryland, and 
Henry Waldron of Michigan. 

On Engraving—Garnett B. Adrain of New Jer- 
sey, Israel ‘I’. Hatch of New York,and Warner L. 
Underwood of Kentucky. 

On Expenditures in the State Department—Owen 
Jones of Pennsylvania, Jabez L. M. Curry of 
Alabama, John A. Bingham of Ohio, William T. 
Avery of Tennessee, and Charles B. Hoard of 
New York. 

On Expenditures in the Treasury Department— 
William Lawrence of Ohio, Allison White of 
Pennsylvania, David Kilgore of Indiana, Jacob 
M. Kunkel of Maryland, and Lucius J. Gartrell 
of Georgia 
| On Expenditures in the War Department—Wi!- 
son Reilly of Pennsylvania, Clark B. Cochrane 


’ 


\|of New York, Joseph R. Cockerill of Ohio, 


| William Stewart of Pennsylvania, and John V. 
| Wright of Tennessee. 
| On Expenditures in the Navy Department—John 
B. Haskin of New York, Joseph Miller of Ohio, 
| Emory B. Pottle of New York, Paulus Powell of 
| Virginia, and Reuben Davis of Mississippi. 
| On Expenditures in the Post Office Department— 
| Albert G. Talbott of Kentucky, John H. Reagan 
lof Texas, George W. Palmer of New York, 
Joseph Burns of Ohio, and James B. Foley of 
| Indiana. 
| On Expenditures on the Public Buildings—Alli- 
| son White of Pennsylvania, George Taylor of 
New York, Cadwalader C. Washburne of Wis- 
| consin, Joseph Miller of Ohio, and Abram B. Olin 
|of New York. 
Joint Committee on the Library—William H. 
Dimmick of Pennsylvania, Warren Winslow of 
| North Carolina, and John U. Pettit of Indiana. 
Joint Committee on Printing—Samuel A. Smith 
of Tennessee, Otho R. Singleton of Mississippi, 
| and Mathias H. Nichols of Ohio. 
Joint Committee on Enrolled Bills—Thomas G. 
| Davidson of Louisiana, and James Pike of New 
Hampshire. 
Regents of the Smithsonian Institution—W illiam 
| H. English of Indiana, Benjamin Stanton of Ohio, 
| and Lucius J. Gartrell.of Georgia. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

A message in writing was received from the 
President of the United States through Mr. James 
| B. Henry, his Private Secretary. 

THE NEW HALL. 
Mr. WARREN. The committee appointed on 


| Thursday last to examine the new Hail for the 
| House of Representatives, have directed me to 
| render the report which I hold in my hand. [f 
ask that the report may be read; after which I 
propose to submit some additional reasons why 
_ the report should be adopted. 
The report was read, as follows: 

The special committee to examine into and reporton the 
| condition of the new Hall of Representatives in the south 


| wing of the Capitol, and when it will be safe to occupy it, 
\] respectfully report: 
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That they visited and inspected the Hall on the morning 
of the 12th instant. Some of the members of the committee 
had supposed that, the room having been lately finished, the 
walls must necessarily be damp. But on consulting with 
the Superintendent, Captain M. C. Meigs, of the corps of 
engineers, they were intormed that tht walls of the cham 
ber had been built for two or Unree years, and the interior 
walls supporting the galleries, and the walls under the floor 
for several months; that they were all laid in brick and 
cement, Which dries much more rapidly than common lime 
mortar. There was no appearance of dampness about the 
room or walls, excepting where the first plastering, having 
been injured in putting up the door-frames, had been re- 
moved and replaced, to a small extent, by fresh plaster, 
which, of itself, had been upon the walls for some two 
weeks. 

A hygrometer above the Speaker's desk indicated a dry 
atmosphere; and, so far as the committee could judge from 
their own sensations, the air in the room was as dry as that 
of any ordinary apartment. They found the room warm, 
well lighted, and ventilated by a supply of air, which, they 
are assured by Captain Meigs, the superintendent, was 
flowing through the room at the rate of not less than eleven 
thousand five hundred feet per minute, as determined by 
observations at the inlet passages by a delicate anemometer. 
The temperature had been designedly raised rather higher 
than was agreeable, in order, by driving through the room 
a large quantity of air at a high temperature, to raise that 
of the large body of masoury in the flues under the floor, 
which had been chilled by the cold weather immediately 
preceding the meeting of Congress and the completion of 
the heating apparatus. 

The two tauns—one of which is intended to drive air 
through the large coil of steam pipes provided for heating 
the House of Representatives, and the other through the nu- 
merous coils arranged in diflerent parts of the cellars to sup 
ply heat to the committee rooms, lobbies, and corridors of 
the building—are not yetcompleted. Butas the air, warmed 
by the steam coils, rises into the rooms in sufficient quan 
tity, in consequence of the difference in specific gravity of 
heated and cold air, the heating and ventilation of these 
rooms were found to be in a very satisfactory state, the only 
fault to be found with them being that they were, perhaps, 
too warm. ‘This heat, however, is under perfect control, 
and can be increased or diminished at pleasure. 

The supply of air to the Representatives’ chamber, at the 
time of the committee’s visit, has already been stated at 
eleven thousand five hundred feet per minute, by actual 
measurement. They were informed that the tan which is 
being built for the supply of the Hall, will be capable of 
supplying one hundred thousand cubic feet per minute—a 
quantity sufficient to change entirely the air contained in 
the Hall every five minutes, the cubic contents of the Hall 
and galleries being four hundred and sixty-five thousand 
cubic feet. 

The members’ retiring room, the Speaker’s room, the 
Clerk’s rooms, the room for the Sergeant-at- Arms, the cur- 
rent document rooms, the cloak and hat, and wash rooms, 
are conveniently arranged near the Hall, and are ready to 
be furnished and occupied. 

The south lobby and the private stairs are so arranged as 
to admit of cutting off all the above rooms from the admission 
of strangers, and reserving them for the sole use of the 
House ; and this the committee recommend to be done by 
order of the House. 

For the official reporters of the House, a convenient desk, 
immediately under the clerk’s desk, is provided ; and for the 
accommodation of the reporters of the public press, there is 
ample room in the gallery, immediately over the Speaker’s 
chair, and east of the railing. The committee recommend 
that this part of the gallery,and the room immediately behind 
it, in the third story, be set apart for their use, and provided 
with desks and conveniences for taking and writing out their 
notes. The telegraphic wires should also be introduced into 
this room, so as to permit the transmission of intelligence 
direct from the reporters to the distant press. By this 
means, the report of an hour’s speech might be completely 
set upin New York within fifteen minutes after its delivery. 

The corridors leading to the Hall are dry and comfortable. 
Tn some of them the tile floors are not yet Jaid; but there 
is no reason for waiting until this is done. The floors are 
of brick, and can remain in their present condition until 
the termination of the session, the tiles in the mean time 
being stored in the cellar. 

For the present, the committees and the officers of Con- 
gress whom it may not be convenient to accommodate, 
ean remain in the old building, to which there will be con- 
venient access through a covered passage leading from the 
new directly to the old Hall, which it will enter by the win- 
dow-door behind the Speaker's chair. 

The committce made some trial of the acoustic qualities 
of the room. ‘They found very little reverberation ; so litde 
@s not to interfere with distinctness of hearing; and ascer- 
tained by trial that not only could all that was said at the 
Speaker's desk be heard on all parts of the floor and gal 
leries, but that the voice from each member's desk or from 
any part of the galleries could be easily made audible in all 
arts of the room, without raising it above the tone required 
in speaking across a table. 

There may be some little inconvenience and interruption 
of work upon unfinished parts of the building outside of the 
Hall; but the Hall itself is completely ready for the use of 
the House; and, in view of the great advantages in the 

comfort, convenience, and health of the members—the great 
improvement in the transaction of the legislative business, 
from the perfect acoustic qualities of the room, insuring to 
every member, wherever his seat may be, the ability to be 
heard and understood when he may address the House— 
and, in view of the fact that the immense expenditure of 
the Capitol extension has been incurred solely for the pur- 


pose of providing such rooms for the deliberations of Con- | 


gress—they cannot hesitate to recommend that the House 
avail themselves of the use of this room as soon as possible. 

Some furniture and books for current use it will be neces- 
sary to remove ; and some lumber and rubbish yet incum- 


ber the approaches. These can all, in their opinion, be 
removed by Wednesday morning; and they therefore rec- | 


ommend the adoption of the following resolution : 
Resolved, That, when this House adjourns to-morrow, it 


‘THE CONGRESSIONA 


| will adjourn to meet in the new Hall of Representatives, in 
| 











the south wing of the extension of the Capitol, on Wednes- 
day at noon. 
Mr. DAVIDSON. If the gentleman from Ark- 
' ansas intends to make a speech in favor of adopt- 
ing this resolution, I desire to make a statement 
/to the House, so that we may understand the 
question to be discussed. Mr. Speaker, as chair- 
man of the Committee on Enrolled Bills, I have, 
| in some measure, the responsibility of the Clerk’s 
| office; and I have to say to the gentleman from 
_ Arkansas and this House, that, since the propo- 
| sition for removal has been mooted, being aware 
| of the responsibility which would be incurred if 
| the Clerk’s office could not be prepared for the 
| papers which must be removed there, I have in- 


_ vestigated the facts, and I will say to the House | 


| that the papers in the Clerk’s offices could not be 
| removed there in three weeks, if they were to 
commence to-day. And even then, when they 
| were removed, it would be only temporary; for 
| the designs of the iron castings, which are per- 
/manently to hold the papers, have not yet been 
| made. 

| Ihave no objection to the House removing there 
| whenever it shall see fit, if the public interest is 
| not jeoparded thereby. But, if the House in- 
| tends removing there, the day ought to be put 
| far enough in the prospective to enable the clerks 
to remove their papers. 

| Mr. WARREN. I strikes me with consid- 
| erable force that it is time that the members of 
this House should have some regard to their 





| much to that of those outside the House. I would 
| be as anxious as any other gentleman to accom- 
| modate the clerks, but | am perfectly certain that 
| the longer this is deferred the longer they will 


| defer removing their papers. 


I desire to state, in addition to the facts con- 
tained in the report, that this committee have 
taken no little trouble in investigating the condi- 
tion of the new Hall. We were there for four 
hours on Saturday, and examined the capacities 
of the Hall, not only in respect to acoustics, but 
in reference to the matter of temperature, and the 
convenience and comfort of members. They had 
it lighted on Saturday night. It was again tested 
yesterday, when there was a large concourse— 
not less than fifteen hundred people assembled. 
The Hall was full, and the galleries were filled 
to overflowing; but no gentleman experienced any 
inconvenience in consequence of the temperature 
of the Hall, or difficulty in hearing. 

Now, I say again, that the longer we defer 
our removal, the longer the officers of the House 
will delay the removal of their papers. 


located where they are; they have all the conve- 
niences to make them comfortable. But we are 
not comfortably situated. Every gentleman 
knows the difficulty of hearing in this Hall. No 
gentleman can either understand himself or make 
others understand him. The most remote seat 
in that Hall is far preferable to the choicest one 
in this. 

Other gentlemen are unwilling to remove be- 
cause they do not wish to be annoyed by the 
workmen outside of the Hall; but the Superin- 
tendent informed the committee that the House 
should not hear the sound of a hammer while 
they were in session. The workmen could be 
employed there during the forenoon, and employed 
on the other wing of the Capitol the remaining 
portion of the day. 

I believe the resolution should be adopted, and 
I demand the previous question. 

The call for the previous question was sec- 
onded; there being, on adivision—ayes one hun- 
dred and forty-one, noes not counted. 

Mr. MORGAN demanded tellers on ordering 
the main question to be put. 

Tellers were ordered. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, demanded the 





yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. KEITT. Mr. Speaker, | wish to vote 
understandingly on this matter, and I should 
therefore like to ask the gentleman from Arkan- 
sas a question. 


The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. KEITT. I am not going to debate the 
question. I presume the House desires the inform- 
ation I seek as much as Ido __1 would inquire 


They | 


have no wish to remove. They are comfortably | 


own convenience and comfort, and not look so || 
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December 14 
of the chairman of the committee whether 
approaches to the new Hall are ina conditio 
fit it for occupation by the members ? 
Mr. WARREN. They will bein suc 
tion at the time fixed in the resolution. 
Tic question was taken; and it was decided ; 
the affirmative—yeas 149, nays 61; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, All, Anderson, Andrews 
kins, Avery, Banks, Barksdale, Bingham, Biair ee 
Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Brayton, Bryan, Buffinton ae 
lingame, Burnett, Burroughs, Campbell, Case, Cag, 
Ezra Clark, Horace F.Clark, John B. Clark, Clawson. ¢)." 
Clemens, Clingman, Cobb, Clark B. Cochrane, Cocke, 
Comins, Cox, Crawford, Curtis, Damrell, Davis of Man’ 
land, Davis of Indiana, Davis of Mississippi, Davis of low. 
Davis of Massachusetts, Dawes, Dean, Dick, Dimmicy 


he 


Ny 


h Cond). 


: . M Gidding, 
Gillis, Gilmer, Granger, Greenwood, Gregg, Groesbert 


Grow, Lawrence W. Hall, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, J. y,.’ 
rison Harris, Hatch, Hawkins, Hoard, Hopkins, ‘Horie 
Howard, Huyler, Jackson, Jenkins, Jewett, Owen Jone: 
Kellogg, Kelly, John C. Kunkel, Lamar, Leiter, Lovejor 
McKibbin, McQueen, Huinphrey Marshall, Samue! s. Mar. 
shall, Mason, Maynard, Miles, Moore, Morgan, Morrill 
Freeman H. Morse, Oliver A. Morse, Mott, Nichols, (jj, 
Palmer, Parker, Peyton, Phelps, Potter, Purviance, Qui’ 
man, Ready, Reilly, Ricaud, Ritchie, Robbins, Rober, 
Royce, Sandidge, Scales, Scott, Searing, Seward, Aar,, 
Shaw, Henry M. Shaw, Judson W. Sherman, Short, 
Singleton, Robert Smith, William Smith, Spinner, Stantoy’ 
Stevenson, William Stewart, Talbot, Tappan, George Ty. 
lor, Thayer, Thompson, Tompkins, Underwood, Wag; 
Walbridge, Walton, Ward, Warren, Eilihu B. Washburye 
Israel Washburn, Watkins, White, Whiteley, Winslow 
Woodson, Wortendyke, Augustus R. Wright, and Joy Vy 
Wright—149. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adrain, Billinghurst, Bocock, Bonham, 
Burns, Chapman, Colfax, Covode, Cragin, James Craig, 
Burton Craige, Curry, Davidsoa, Dewart, Dodd, Edmuni 
son, Eustis, Faulkner, Florence, Foley, Garnett, Gartrel), 
Goode, Goodwin, Thomas L. Harris, Haskin, Hickman, 
Hill, Houston, Hughes, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, 
Kelsey, Kilgore, Knapp, Jacob M. Kunkel, Landy, Leech, 
Leidy, Letcher. Miller, Millson, Montgomery, Edward Joy 
Morris, Isaac N. Morris, Niblack, Pettit, Phillips, Pike, 


| Pottle, Ruffin, Savage, John Sherman, Samuel A. Sinith, 
| Stallworth, Stephens, James A. Stewart, Miles Taylor, 


Waldron, Wilson, and Zollicoffer—61. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. WARREN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. LANE, by unanimous consent, previous 
notice having been given, introduced a bill making 
an appropriation for the payment of the expeni- 
itures incurred by the Territories of Oregon and 
Washington for the suppression of Indian hos- 
tilities therein; which was read a first and second 
time by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

Mr. LANE. I ask leave to introduce another 
bill—a bill making an appropriation for the com- 
pletion of the military road from Astoria to Salem, 
in Oregon Territory. 

Mr. BLISS. What is the regular order of 
business? 

The SPEAKER. A call of the States for res- 
olutions. 

Mr. BLISS. I insist on the regular order. 

The SPEAKER proceeded with the call of the 
States for resolutions, beginning with Maine. 

Mr. MORRILL. I ask leave to introduce 4 
bill donating public lands to the several States 
and Territories which may provide colleges for 
the benefit of agriculture and the mechanic arts, 
of which previous notice has been given; and 
shall ask that it be referred to the Committee on 
Agriculture, and ordered to be printed. 

r. COBB. It is unusual to order the printing 
of a bill on its introduction and reference. It 1s 
as well, probably, that the practice should be ad- 
hered to at the beginning of the session as at any 
other time. I have no particular objection 
this bill. 

Mr. MORRILL. I withdraw that portion of 
—o for the printing of the bill. : 

here were, on a division of the House, eighty 
votes in favor of the reference of the bill as indi- 
cated, and sixty-six opposed to it. 

Mr. LETCHER. { demand the yeas and 
nays. Let us start right, Mr. Speaker, and we 
will continue in the right. I understand that the 
proposition before us is to refer this bill to the 
Committee on Agriculture instead of the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. A bill relating to 4" 
appropriation of the public lands ought unques- 
tionably to go tothe Committee on Public Lands, 
if itgo anywhere. What has the Committee 0” 
Agriculture to do with it? What does it know 
about the disposition of the public lands? N oth- 
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